
1 

 

PresbyNews The Monthly Newsletter Publication of 
First Presbyterian Church 

Middletown, OH 

Volume 28, Issue 9                 September, 2018 

 

September Worship Services  
Sunday, September 2 

Message by Barb Nein, Tim Rudd, 
and Lynne Mack 

Music by Gregg Clark, guitarist 
 

Sunday, September 9 “Merciful.” 
Communion 

What does God say about God? 
Music by the Sanctuary Choir 

 
Sunday, September 16  “Gracious.” 

What does God say about God? 
Music by the Sanctuary Choir 

 
Sunday, September 23 “Slow to anger.” 

What does God say about God? 
Music by the Sanctuary Choir 

 
Sunday, September 30 “Steadfast Love.” 

What does God say about God? 
Music by the Sanctuary Choir 

 
Sunday Morning Worship takes place in the Sanctuary at 
10:00 a.m.  
 

Children are always welcome in worship!  Wiggle bags 
are available at each Sanctuary entrance to help children 
feel included and engaged during the worship service.  

Immediately following worship, you are invited to join 
us for fellowship hour and light refreshments in the 
Gathering Area.  
 
 

Dear friends, 

What do you say when someone asks, 
“What do you believe?” It can be a 
difficult question to answer. Perhaps, 

your beliefs are not so easily summarized. Mystery 
might be a part of your understanding of faith, and 
you are unsure how to describe your acceptance of 
mystery. People make assumptions about Christian 
beliefs that are unhelpful, and maybe you struggle to 
faithfully differentiate your own beliefs from harmful, 
bad theology.   

As we begin a new program year at First Presbyterian 
Church, I hope you have the opportunity to answer 
that question better at the end of the year. Through 
our Faith 101 class (details below) to our fall sermon 
series, I invite you to reflect on what you believe…and 
what you don’t believe.  

Grace and peace, 

Michael 

 

I BELIEVE…WHAT !? 

September and October will be a two-part sermon se-
ries to help us think about our own statements of faith 
and what we believe about God. Three of our elders 
will begin by sharing their faith statements in worship 
on September 2. 

In September, we will ask: What does God say about 
God?  

God self-identifies as “merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger and abounding in steadfast love.”  We’ll spend a 
week on merciful, gracious, slow to anger, and stead-
fast love. 

In October, we will ask: What do we say about God?  

The Apostle’s Creed has a lot of strange words and 
statements, making it hard to recite meaningfully. We 
will unpack four of the more surprising and contro-
versial statements of the Creed: the holy catholic 
church, the physicality of Jesus (especially the ascen-
sion!), Jesus’ trip to hell and back, and the resurrection 
of the body.   

This series will help kick-off our Faith 101 class. This 
is a confirmation class intended for everyone—those 
who were confirmed 50 years ago, those new to the 
faith, and for youth wanting to be confirmed. The 
course will end with people asking to write their own 
statements of faith. 
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Children's Ministries 

Children are always welcome in worship!  
Wiggle bags are available at each Sanctuary 
entrance to help children feel included and 
engaged during the worship service. Addi-
tional resources for parents and guardians 

are also available - look for the pinwheel and enjoy! 

A loving, Christian environment is provided year-round 
from 9:45 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. for infants and children up 
to 5 years old. This month, Sunday School (children ages 
6-12) meets following Circle Time, in the Godly Play 
Room on September 16, 23, and 30.  Children will be 
dismissed in the Gathering Area following worship. 

Vacation Bible School 

What an adventure - more than 40 children, youth, and 
adults shared the journey to Babylon to learn about Dan-
iel’s Courage in Captivity! Heartfelt thanks to everyone 
who shared God's love through gifts of creativity, plan-
ning, leadership, enthusiasm, and teamwork! 

With more than $350 in contributions from Vacation 
Bible School and the congregation, we supported Heifer 
International by purchasing a variety of gifts-a flock of 
chicks, a trio of rabbits, a sheep, a goat, and honeybees. 
Heifer International works with communities to increase 
income, improve child nutrition, care for the Earth, and 
ultimately end world hunger and poverty. Thank you to 
all who supported this mission! 

Youth Ministry 

We have connected with teams both within our congre-
gation and also with neighboring churches to consider 
ways we might reimagine Youth Ministry in Middletown 
by serving collaboratively in response to the changing 
needs of youth today.  

Youth are encouraged to participate in Faith 101, an in-
ter-generational Confirmation Class beginning Septem-
ber 16 following worship! For more details, see page one. 

Youth Group will also participate in the life of the 
church and engage in a variety of off-site activities dur-
ing the course of the year. Mark your calendar for Octo-
ber 14, from 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.! Middle School and 
High School students are invited to meet at The Gather-
ing, located at 31 South Clinton Street, Middletown, OH 
45044. Our Youth Group will participating in this kick-
off event in partnership with other Middletown Youth 
Groups. This youth ministry network plans to meet 
monthly, typically each second Sunday from 3:00 p.m.-
5:00 p.m., with a variety of offerings including in-reach 
(fellowship and community-building), up-reach (faith-
building), and out-reach (serving and connecting in the 
community and world). 

Would you like to receive updates and reminders about 
Youth Group via text or email? Contact the church office 
to learn how you can be added to the contact list. 
 

Tuesday Morning Bible 
Study will resume on Sep-
tember 11 at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Youth Room. 
Throughout the fall, we 

will be reading chapters 11-21 of John. 

Sunday Night Live will begin fall programming Sunday. 
September 9.  The speaker will be area Lay Minister Jon 
Robson will speak on the immigration history and pat-
terns of Southwest Ohio, beginning in the early 18th cen-
tury, that are outlined by faith and ethnicity.  Folks seek-
ing expanded opportunities sought places with good 
land, good transportation, and folks not so different from 
themselves in ways of life and matters of worship.  Our 
modern day lifestyles are heavily influenced by those 
who came before us.  Learn about which ethnic groups 
settled in our area, where they set down roots, and 
why.  All are welcome to join us.  SNL is held at the home 
of Paula and Jay Cohen.  Please call Paula at 423-4443 if 
you plan to attend. 

Living Our Vows 

Called as the Body of Christ, serving together with one 
Spirit and many gifts, we make promises with each Bap-
tism: to guide and nurture, by word and deed, with love 
and prayer, encouraging each child of God to know and 
follow Jesus Christ and become faithful members of his 
church. 

How do we help nurture sticky faith - deep, meaningful 
faith that serves as a foundation in daily living? It’s about 
relationships.  It’s about sharing God’s love across gener-
ations by participating together in the life of the church. 

Curious how you can support faith formation at FPC? 
Contact Lisa Kaufer for more information,  
lisa@fpcmiddletown.com or 513-464-9264. 

 

Christian Education and Faith Formation 

FAITH 101 

Join us after worship on September 16, October 21, 
and November 18 for Faith 101. Has it been fifty years 
since you confirmation course and you need a touch-
up? Are you a youth wanting to be confirmed? Are 
you new to faith and want to review the basics? If so, 
this course is for you!   This course will be based off 
the new PCUSA confirmation curriculum titled Big 
God Big Questions: Confirmation for a Growing Faith. 
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Sing a new song to the Lord!  
Let the whole earth sing to the Lord! 

Sing to the Lord; Bless his name. 
Psalm 96: 1, 2 

It is time for all of you musicians, whether you have been active or inactive, to come forward and sing or ring a 
new song for the Lord!!  Our musical family is a great way to serve our church and our Lord. There are so many 
exciting services coming our way including Kirkin’ of the Tartans, Christmas celebrations and the Second Commu-
nity Benefit Concert.  Please prayerfully consider ringing or singing in one of our choirs. Whether you are 6 or 96, 
you won’t miss out on any of the fun and excitement.  

Our very successful Joyful Noize Singers and Ringers program continues to minister to children in grades one 
through eight.  Through the use of Christian music and leadership, the children will develop singing and ringing 
skills with handchimes, sprinkled with drama activities. The leadership consists of Joyce Zigler, Lara Moon and Ja-
net Scott. Joyful Noize is open to children in grades 1-8 and will begin on Wednesday, September 6 from 4:00-6:00 
p.m.  For detailed information, please pick up a brochure from the table in the Gathering Area, on the web at 
fpcmiddletown.com., or call Joyce Zigler at 422-6365. 

Below are the descriptions, times and dates for each choir.  See you this month for another exciting year of making 
music!! 

VOCAL CHOIRS 

The Joyful Noize Singers and Ringers will meet each Wednesday afternoon from 6—8. This program is for children 
in grades one through eight. 

The Sanctuary Choir is offered to all adults who love to sing. Rehearsals are held each Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.  
Sanctuary Choir is open to everyone who loves to sing from ninth grade to 90 years old! 

The Sanctuary Octet is drawn from the Sanctuary Choir and sings and rehearses as needed. 

HANDBELL CHOIR 

The Renaissance Ringers is open to high school students and adults who are able to read music notes and rhythms.  
The group will meet on Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m. We will be meeting in 6 separate blocks of 4 to 5 rehearsal times 
to prepare for worship services and special events throughout the season from October through May. 

Instrumentalists are youth and adults who would like to play solos, play in ensembles, or would like to accompany 
the praise music. Anyone who is interested should contact Joyce. 

SOUND TECHS 

Sound techs are adults with an ear for music and a technical brain. Anyone who is interested should contact Joyce. 

 
FALL PREVIEW OF CHOIR REHEARSALS 

Lara Moon, Director of Children’s and Youth Choirs  
Janet Scott, Director of Handbells   
Janet Scott & Susan Beagle, Worship Pianists 
Joyce Zigler, Director of Sanctuary Choir, Sanctuary Octet, Organist 
 

 

MUSIC NOTES 

CHOIR AGES 
REHEARSAL 

DAY 

REHEARSAL 

TIME 

STARTING 

DATE 

Joyful Noize Grades 1-8 Wednesday     4:00 p.m. September 5 

Sanctuary Choir Adults Wednesday 7:30 p.m. September 5 

Renaissance Ringers High School to Adults Wednesday 6:15 p.m. October 3 
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01…….Charlotte Hasselbrock 
01…….Dick Nisbet 
02…….Larry Curless 
05…….Evelyn Hensler 
05…….Nancy Strait 
07…….Isabel Develen 
07…….Rebecca Hillshafer 
07…….Evelyn Middaugh 
07…….Chris Reedy 
08…….Marty Hensler 
08…….Pete Mengel 
09…….Ray Craycraft 
09…….Steve Dirksen 
10…….Tara Downie 
10…….Beth Susco 
11…….Gudrun Seifert 
13…….Margaret Fiora 
14…….Tim Rudd 
15…….Alex Jenkins 
17…….Vicki Lawson 
17…….Tom Scott 

17…….Mary Stitzel 
18…….Marge Wooley 
19…….George Earls 
20…….Kathy Harris 
23…….Gene Schaefer 
23…….Lynne Wiley 
25…….Edith Kohler 
27…….Nathaniel Biddle 

 

MISSION NOTES 
 

On October 6, the Mission Committee would like to in-
vite you to serve at Matthew 25 Ministries from 11:00-
1:00. This would include a tour of the facilities. It would 
be a great way to prepare for World Communion Sunday 
on October 7! If you are interested in going, please mark 
M25M in the reservation spot of the friendship pad or let 
the office know.  

Matthew 25 Ministries provides humanitarian aid to 
people in poverty and disaster victims by collect-
ing product donations. With the help of our volunteers, 
Matthew 25 evaluates, sorts, and processes these donat-
ed items before shipping them to people in need. These 
steps ensure that the products meet social, legal, and cul-
tural requirements of the area. On October 6, the Mis-
sion Committee would like to invite you to serve at Mat-
thew 25 Ministries from 11:00-1:00. This would include 
a tour of the facilities. It would be a great way to prepare 
for World Communion Sunday on October 7! If you are 
interested in going, please mark M25M in the reserva-
tion spot of the friendship pad or let the office know.  

  

Thank you so much for the reception and all of 
the wonderful wishes that you sent my way. I 
am incredibly grateful for your love and sup-
port all of the years that I have been at First 

Presbyterian. May you continue to support God’s work in 
Middletown and the world to make it a better place for 
all of us. I am thankful to have been a small part of that. 
Please continue to keep my husband and me in your 
prayers.  

Sincerely,  
Margaret Chambers 

 

The Sanctuary Choir, church staff, and friends all wish 
Margaret Chambers God speed and blessings as she has 
completed her time with us and is beginning a new 
chapter in her life. We greatly appreciate her gifts of 
music and friendship over the years she has served First 
Presbyterian Church. 

 

PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES 

Please join us in the Memorial Room  
on the first and third Wednesday’s of 
the month to join our prayer group.  It 
is a good time to come together to lift 
up those in need. 

If you would like your name added to the Prayer Chain 
to receive calls for those who are in the need of prayer, 
please call the church office.  

 

September Birthdays! 

Men’s Monthly Meeting 
The Men’s Monthly Meeting is an opportunity to get to-
gether and socialize over a meal outside 
the church. You’re welcome to join them 
on Tuesday, September 11,  at Clubhouse 
Sports Grille, 250 N. Main Street in Mon-
roe @ 5:30 p.m.  
 

 

The Spinning Fork 

ATTENTION: ALL CHURCH GALS  

AND FRIENDS!  

You are invited to a fun and casual evening at  

The Spinning Fork on Tuesday,   

September 18, at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Congratulations on the 
birth of… 

...Leela Evelyn Isaacs on August 
17, to Michael and Gihani 
Isaacs and brother, Isuru.  

 

As many of you are already aware 
our longtime custodian, Bob Law-
will, will be retiring at the end of 
September. We are looking for a 
part-time custodian or facilities 
manager. If you know anyone who 
would be interested in this posi-
tion, please contact Kathy.  
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Our Mission 

...to SHARE the good news 

...to NURTURE the Spirit 

...to SERVE members and neighbors  

Michael Isaacs, Pastor/Head of Staff 
Joyce Zigler, Director of Music 
Lisa Kaufer, Director of Faith Formation 
Kathy Harris, Administrative Assistant 
Sandy Fisher, Secretary 
Bob Lawwill, Custodian 
Cheryl Jarbo, Custodian 
Lara Moon, Director of Children and Youth Choirs 
Janet Scott, Director of Handbells 
Paula Elliott-Fairchild, Dir. of Kindergarten Readiness 
Kim Flesher, Pre-K Teacher 
 

 

Office Hours 
Monday—9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 
Friday—9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.  

 

Website: www.fpcmiddletown.com 


