
1 

 

PresbyNews The Monthly Newsletter Publication of 
First Presbyterian Church 

Middletown, OH 

Volume 29, Issue 11                       November, 2018 

 
This month will be the last time the pastor’s letter will be on the cover of the Pres-
byNews. Hopefully, that is for perpetuity’s sake, but I’ll reevaluate sometime in the 
future. If this causes you to consider canceling your PresbyNews subscription, fear 
not; you’ll still find my reflections on an interior page. 

Something much better is coming to the cover of PresbyNews. Throughout the next year, I want 
us to put mission first. We often think of churches as primarily places of worship, however I want 
us to start thinking of First Presbyterian Church as a community for mission. Each month, we will 
use the cover of PresbyNews to share our expanding local mission presence. It belongs on the 
front page because we are going to place mission first. Wherever the church is going, it is essen-
tial that it is a central part of our identity. 

This is part of a larger conversation about the life and ministry of our congregation. I have been 
stressing the importance of these conversations about understanding who we are as a congrega-
tion and our God-given purpose as the Church. I am pleased with the number of ways this con-
versation is spreading throughout the congregation. Led in part by the Membership Development 
Team, they are working hard to identify barriers to serving a future constituency not yet present. 
The Mission Committee has been doing a year-long process of discerning how to bolster our local 
mission presence, and we are creating some urgency to detail that in the next year. While I care 
about two hundred years of history, I am more concerned how the Bicentennial Committee uses 
our history to better understand our identity over these years. How can that be a resource for bet-
ter understanding who we are today and who God is calling us to be? Our Design Team for the 
Log College Project is preparing reports for Princeton Seminary on topics like our history of inno-
vation; those reports are invaluable not just to the design team, but to our work as a whole.  

As we continue, I would like all of us to be a part of this conversation. What is it that you want to 
discover about ourselves as a church? What is it about Jesus Christ that you want First Presbyteri-
an Church to share with the world? This conversation is essential because ministry flourishes 
when we start to live into a God-given identity and strive for the purpose that God desires for us. 
 
Blessings, 
Michael 
 
 
 

At our congregational brunch, held this past Sunday, we revealed many of the 
ways that First Church is providing manpower and funds to various organizations 
within our community and around the world.   In order to expand our local mis-
sion presence within the Middletown area, we have added $5,000 to our 2019 
budget for local mission giving and hope to see this amount increased to $10,000 
in 2020.   
 

This year’s stewardship letter and Estimated Giving cards have been distributed or mailed this past 
week.  It is our hope that you prayerfully consider increasing your pledge and also consider the 
many opportunities to serve the church and our community.  Please return your estimated giving 
card ASAP.  We will dedicate these commitments in prayer on November 25.  We are grateful for 
all the ways we are connected as the body of Christ.  Your presence, contributions, and prayers all 
help advance our mission. 
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Children’s Ministry 
Children are always welcome in worship!  Wig-
gle bags are available at each Sanctuary en-
trance to help children feel included and en-

gaged during the worship service. Additional resources 
for parents and guardians are also available - look for 
the pinwheel and enjoy! 
 
A loving, Christian environment is provided year-round 
from 9:45 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. for infants and children up to 
5 years old. This month, Sunday School (children ages 6-
12) meets following Circle Time, in the Godly Play Room 
on November 11, 18, and 25.  Children will be dismissed 
in the Gathering Area following worship. 
 

Youth Ministry 
Youth Group will participate in the Middletown Youth 
Connection on November 11 from 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m.! 
Middle School and High School students are invited to 
meet at The Gathering, located at 31 South Clinton 
Street in Middletown. This youth ministry network 
plans to meet monthly, typically each second Sunday 
from 3:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m., with a variety of offerings in-
cluding fellowship, faith-building, and service. 

Would you like to receive updates and reminders about 
Youth Group via text or email? Contact the church office 
to learn how you can be added to the contact list. 

 

 

Adult Ministries 
Sunday Night Live will be studying “The Spiritual Brain, a 

Science and Religious Experience” with Dr. Andrew New-

berg of the Center for Integrative Medicine at the Thomas 

Jefferson University Hospital.  The schedule includes: 

November 4:     Believers and Atheists 
 

Nov. 11:            Spiritual Development 
 

Nov.  18:           The Myth-Making Brain 
 

Nov. 25:             Religion and Health 
 
SNL is held Sunday nights at 7:00 at the home of Paula and 

Jay Cohen.  All are welcome to come.  For more infor-

mation, call Paula at 423-4443. 

 

.  

 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

meets at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Youth Room. On Tuesday, 

November 6, we will be 

reading John, Chapter 20; November 13, John Chapter 21; 

and on November 27, Mark Chapter 1. We will not meet 

the week of Thanksgiving.  

Deep peace of the running wave to you. 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you. 
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you. 

Deep peace of the shining stars to you. 
Deep peace of the gentle night to you. 

Moon and stars pour their healing light on you. 
Deep peace of Christ, 

of Christ the light of the world to you. 
Deep peace of Christ to you.  

(from “A Gaelic Blessing” by John Rutter) 

Many thanks to all who helped create another exciting 
and inspiring Kirkin’ of the Tartans Service!  May the 
words of the “Gaelic Blessing” continue to comfort you 
and give you peace.  

The Central State Choir will be making a return 
visit on Sunday, November 11,  for our worship 
service.  You will certainly want to be here for 
this exciting and music-filled worship service. 

Looking forward to an inspiring December:  

 

 

Sing Christmas—Christmas Cantata 

Composers Joel Raney and Mary McDonald have joined 
together to create an exuberant and dynamic cantata that 
is certain to delight and inspire you. The narration knits 
the music together in a thrilling and complete re-telling of 
the Christmas story.  

“Sing Christmas” will be presented on Sunday, December 
16, during worship, led by the Sanctuary Choir, soloists, 
chamber orchestra, and sacred dancers from The Academy 
of Dance Arts with choreographer Melanie Malicote.  Be 
sure to mark your calendars to be part of this inspiring 
morning. 

Christmas Around the World---Children’s Christmas Mu-
sical 

Join the voices of Joyful Noize as these young “reporters” 
travel the world to discover how children in various coun-
tries learn and sing about Jesus’ birth. 

The true message of Christmas, as told in this delightful 
way, will be delivered by the Joyful Noize Choir in Fellow-
ship Hall on Sunday, Dec. 23, at 4:00 p.m. Please join us 
for this family-oriented worship service. 

Christian Education and Faith Formation 

Music Notes 
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02…….Lara Moon 
03…….Jean Lyons 
05…….Jessica Weber 
07…….Peggy Dobrozsi 
07…….Jack Newlin 
09…….Sandi Templeton 
10…….Neila Barnes 
10…….Bill Sandston 
11…….Carol Minge 
11…….Nancy Shafer 
12…….Fearn Gerber 
13…….Mary Enochs 
13…….Sharon Perkins 
14…….Paul Nisbet 
15…….Barbara Steel 

16…….Ronda Nisbet 
17…….Julie Nickell 
17…….Josh Biddle 
19…….Helen Haass 
19…….Chuck Minge 
19…….Tony Susco 
19…….Wyatt Kaufer 
25…….Ron Sutter 
25…….Annie Brehm 
26…….Ida Mae Peck 
26…….Martha Robertson 
28…….Jim Harris 
30…….Ann Stoutenborough 
30…….Catherine Taylor 
 

Log College Project 

The Log College Project is an innovative initiative at 
Princeton Theological Seminary to help Christian con-
gregations design, test, and implement new models of 
youth ministry. Selected as one of twelve congregations 
to participate in the Community of Practice, we will re-
ceive a $15,000 grant to build new forms of ministry 
that take theology and young people seriously.  

During worship on October 21, our Design Team was 
commissioned to serve with energy, intelligence, and 
love. Mary Brehm, Sierra Jenkins, Lisa Kaufer, Steve 
Lane, and Amanda Moore will work directly with 
Princeton and represent our church’s work at the De-
sign Lab, an event hosted at Princeton in late June. Dur-
ing the commissioning, Pastor Michael emphasized the 
importance of the congregation’s love, support, and par-
ticipation in partnership with the Design Team through-
out this two-year process. There will be many opportu-
nities to learn more and contribute in the coming 
months. We look forward to this shared journey! 

Over the past month, we have researched the history of 
innovation in our church and shared our findings with 
Session and the Faith 101 Class. Highlights from this 
project are on display in the Gathering Area. Our work 
included: 

Asking long-serving members about the changes 
they have seen over the years. 

Researching when the church has been written 
about in the press or other publications. 

Learning the founding story of the church. 

Reviewing the history of youth ministry in the 
church and how has it changed over the years. 

Discovering how the church been involved in start-
ing or collaborating with projects in the local 
community. 

Exploring how the church been involved in starting 
projects further afield in the country and in the 
world. 

Here are a few things we noticed: 

Program changes have been consistently driven by 
changes in participation and budget rather than 
new vision and innovation. 

The most successful initiatives have been brought 
forward by a member who has a personal inter-
est in the program. 

We have a history of collaboration with other 
churches and denominations and we have re-
turned to this value and practice in present-day 
youth ministry. 

Curious how you can learn more and support faith for-
mation at FPC? Contact Lisa Kaufer for more infor-
mation, lisa@fpcmiddletown.com or 513-464-9264. 

November Birthdays! 

Men’s Monthly Meeting 
The Men’s Monthly Meeting is an op-
portunity to get together and socialize 
over a meal outside the church. You’re 
welcome to join them on Tuesday, No-
vember 13,  at the Clubhouse Sports Grille, 250 N. Main 
Street in Monroe @ 5:30 p.m.  
 

Ladies @ LaRosa’s 
ATTENTION: ALL CHURCH GALS  

AND FRIENDS!  

You are invited to a good meal and casual even-

ing at  The Spinning Fork, 2220 N. Verity Pkwy 

on Tuesday, October 16, at 6:00 p.m.  

Mission Outreach 
 

The school year is in full swing and that means your Mis-
sion Committee has been in contact with the Rosa Parks 
Elementary staff.  Marge and Bill Wooley, Tricia Neeley, 
Linda Bursk, Fay Smillie, and Dianne Gerber joined forces 
with the Shoes 4 the Shoeless at Rosa Parks.  In three 
hours’ time, 350 students were fitted with brand new ten-
nis shoes.  There were a lot of smiles and bouncing 
around happening that afternoon! 
 
Myla Perry, Social Worker, visited our committee last 
month to share the ways we can continue our support for 
the students and their families, in addition to the distribu-
tion of the weekend food backpacks. 

The following is a list of items you can help supply.  There 
will be containers placed in the office, in the Gathering 
area, and in the Narthex.  Once again, thank you for all 
you do for the children of Middletown. 
 
Laundry detergent  Shampoo   
Dish detergent    Conditioner 
Soap/body wash   Sponges 
Cleaning supplies  Dish Cloths 
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Dinners for Six-plus: Do you look forward to food, 
fun, and fellowship?  Of course you do and so do 
many others in our church family.  If you are inter-
ested in being assigned to a small group to enjoy a 
meal together several times over the next year, please 
call Carol Croake at 423-9108, Denise Dennison at 
425-9714 or Bill Bursk at 424-0417.  You could 
even put a note in the offering plate on a Sunday 
morning.  All interested should have turned their 
names in by November 30 so that groups can be 
formed and information sent out to those wishing to 
be involved.  We are the church, and our camarade-
rie helps to build our church community. 
 

A very warm welcome goes out to Corbit 
Harrison who will be joining our staff on No-
vember 5.  Corbit will be serving as Facilities 
Manager and will be involved in all aspects 
of our building and grounds, as well as hav-
ing responsibility for all custodial services.   
We are thrilled that Corbit will be bringing 

his experience and expertise to our facility! 
 
 
Join us after worship on November 18 for Faith 101. Has it 
been fifty years since your confirmation course and you 
need a touch-up? Are you a youth wanting to be con-
firmed? Are you new to faith and want to review the ba-
sics? If so, this course is for you!   This course will be based 
off the new PCUSA confirmation curriculum titled Big God 
Big Questions: Confirmation for a Growing Faith. 

Through the Salvation Army we have adopted 30 families this year, all with children, 
who need a little Christmas joy during the holiday season. We need YOU to adopt a 
family!   

We have again partnered with Kroger to provide a food voucher (minimum $50 val-
ue) to all 30 families.  We have learned through the Salvation Army that most 
churches and organizations that adopt families now provide this type of voucher in 

lieu of actual food items.  This provides the family with the flexibility to purchase items that they truly need 
and will use.  Families have become more aware of their diets (low sodium, gluten free) and many children 
have food allergies. 

When you adopt a family, your job will be to shop and wrap gifts that you have purchased for the children and 
deliver all these goodies on Saturday, December 15.  The gifts you provide (from Santa) may be the only ones 
the children will receive, so please be generous with your gifts.  Additional details on delivery, etc. will be pro-
vided once your family is assigned.   

If you need more information, please don’t hesitate to contact Fay Smillie, Gene Schaefer or the church office.   

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

If you wish to adopt a family, please fill out this form and either drop it in the collection plate on Sunday, or re-
turn it to the church office.  

 YES! I want to sponsor a family and my preferred size is: 

I have no size preference; use me where needed  
Small family (2 – 4 people)  
Medium family (4 – 6 people)     
Large family (6 or more people)    
 

YES!  I will help deliver baskets  _____ 
 YES!  I’d like to donate $ ___________ to help defray program costs. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

    Name  
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A very special Christmas remembrance. . . 

Christmas trees adorned with beautiful ornaments create some of our most spe-
cial Christmas memories.  The Music/Worship Ministry Team invites you to join 
us once again to create a Memorial Christmas Tree in the Gathering Area. This 
year our tree will be aglow with many Multi Color 3-inch Stained Glass Stars. 

May one or more of these lovely Stained Glass Stars find a home on your tree or 
as a sun catcher in your window. These beautiful stars can also be a gift for that 
special person. The Multi Color Stained Glass Star will be on display in the 
Gathering Area and the church office. 

You have the opportunity to purchase a Multi Color Stained Glass Star in honor 
or in memory of a loved one.  After the Christmas season, you may take your 
lovely ornament home to adorn your tree next year.  You may also purchase ex-
tra ornaments as beautiful gifts.  Just fill out the form below and for only $10.00 
each, you’ll help to create our beautiful Memorial Christmas Tree. 

Proceeds from the sale of the Multi Color Stained Glass Stars will go to the FISH 
Fund. 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Multi Color Stained Glass Star Ornament 

I will purchase______ Multi Color Stained Glass Star (s) for the Memorial Christmas Tree. 

In honor/memory of ______________________________________________________ 

(Circle your choice.)         (Please print information exactly as you would like it listed.) 

 

Given by________________________________________________________________ 

                                            (Please print information exactly as you would like it listed.) 

 

Phone____________________                              Payment Enclosed_______________ 

 

Please detach this section and place it in the offering plate on Sunday, or send/bring it to the church office by 
Sunday, December 9. 
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Presenting our Ninth Annual 

 Festival of Organ Music 

Featuring our “mighty Moeller pipe organ” 

Friday, November 9      

Dinner and Pipe Organ Concert 

 

5:00-6:15 p.m.  A delicious lasagna 

dinner served in Fellowship Hall 
 

   Proceeds will benefit the First Presbyterian  

Pipe Organ Support Fund and Choralfest 2019  

(sponsored by SW Ohio Choristers Guild to promote  

choral singing for young children). 

Tickets are available from members of the Music and Worship    

Ministry Team, Joyce Zigler, or the church office. 

Tickets:  $12.00 for adults 

                                                    $5.00 for children from 6-12 years old 

                                     Children 5 and under eat free 

  

7:00 p.m. Concert 

From Classical to Jazz: an amazing and fun evening! 

          Featuring: Joyce Zigler, organ  

Chris Baird, organ 

Joyful Noize Choir 

Kara Miller, soprano 

Matt Miller, tenor 

Lara Moon, alto 

Renaissance Ringers 

Janet Scott, organ & piano 

Brian Shepard, tenor 

Robin Stevenson, handbells 

The concert is free and open to the public. A free-will offering will be taken. 
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First Presbyterian Church 
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Michael Isaacs, Pastor/Head of Staff 
Joyce Zigler, Director of Music, Organist 
Lisa Kaufer, Director of Faith Formation 
Kathy Harris, Administrative Assistant 
Sandy Fisher, Secretary 
Corbit Harrison, Facilities Manager 
Cheryl Jarbo, Custodian 
Lara Moon, Director of Children and Youth Choirs 
Janet Scott, Director of Handbells, Worship Pianist 
Paula Elliott, Dir. of Kindergarten Readiness 
Kim Flesher, Pre-K Teacher 
 

 

Office Hours 
Monday—Thursday 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Friday—9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 

Website: www.fpcmiddletown.com 

 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Sunday, November 4 
 Communion  

All Saints  
Guest pastor Rev. Marcy Bain 
Music by the Sanctuary Choir  

 
Sunday, November 11 

Music by the Central State Chorus 
 

Sunday, November 18 
50 Year Member Recognition 
Music by the Sanctuary Choir 

 
Sunday, November 25 

Stewardship Dedication 
Music by the Sanctuary Choir  

 
 
 
 
 

Our Mission 

...to SHARE the good news 

...to NURTURE the Spirit 

...to SERVE members and neighbors  


