
1 

 

PresbyNews The Monthly Newsletter Publication of 
First Presbyterian Church 

Middletown, OH 

Volume 29, Issue 5                May 2019 

MISSION @ FIRST 
Each month we are highlighting one mission project of First Presbyterian Church                    

on the front page of PresbyNews.  

This month: PRESBYTERIAN DISASTER ASSISTANCE 

Our Mission Team has  recently contributed an 

additional $2000 to Presbyterian Disaster Assis-

tance (PDA). 

Our Mission Team has also committed to give 

$300 to the One Great Hour of Sharing. This is a 

denominational offering intended to provide re-

lief, alleviate hunger, and help empower the 

poor and oppressed. 50% of these funds stay 

local, and we choose to give those funds to PAR-

ACHUTE in Butler County. The other 50% goes 

to the Presbyterian Mission Agency, and these 

are split between Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, Presbyterian Hunger Program, and the Self Development of 

People. PDA enables congregations and mission partners of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to witness to the 

healing love of Christ through caring for communities adversely affected by crises and catastrophic events. Here 

are some of the recent crises that PDA is responding to: Missouri River Basin Flooding; Cyclone Idai in Mozam-

bique, Malawai, and Zimbabwe; California fires; and the 2018 earthquake in Haiti 

PDA does their work by doing the following: 
 Focuses on the long term recovery of disaster impacted communities. 
 Provides training and disaster preparedness for presbyteries and synods. 
 Works collaboratively with church partners and members of the ACT Alliance (Action by Churches Together)  
        internationally, and nationally with other faith based responders. 
 Connects partners locally and internationally with key organizations active in the response — United           

Nations, NVOAD (National Voluntary Agencies Active in Disaster), World Food Program, Red Cross, FEMA 
and others. 

 
Learn more at pda.pcusa.org. 
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Children’s Ministry 
Children are always welcome in worship!  Wig-

gle bags are available at each Sanctuary en-

trance to help children feel included and engaged during 

the worship service. Additional resources for parents and 

guardians are also available - look for the pinwheel and 

enjoy! 

A loving, Christian environment is provided year-round 

from 9:45 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. for infants and children up to 

5 years old. This month, Sunday School (children ages 6-

12) meets following Circle Time, in the Godly Play Room 

on May 19.  Children will be dismissed in the Gathering 

Area following worship. Sunday School will not meet dur-

ing June, July and August - we will resume in September. 

Youth Ministry 
Youth Group will participate in the Middletown Youth 

Connection May 12, from 3:00 p.m.-5:00p.m. at The 

Gathering! Would you like to receive updates and remind-

ers about Youth Group via text or email? Contact the 

church office to learn how you can be added to the contact 

list. 

Class of 2019: Are you (or your child) a graduating sen-

ior?  Please contact the church office with the graduate’s 

name and school as we will recognize them on Sunday, 

May 19.  

Log College Project 

In April, Lisa Kaufer travelled to Princeton Theological 

Seminary to represent our Design Team at the Forum on 

Youth Ministry as part of our ongoing work with the Log 

College Project. Design Fellows from the twelve churches 

in the Community of Practice gathered with Princeton staff 

and other ministry leaders to engage the theme, 

“Movement: Mission, Body, and Justice.” 

This month, the Design Team will meet following worship 

on May 5 and May 19 as we work to solidify two ideas for 

a new form of youth ministry, test an idea, and consider 

the risk and possible pivots of our ideas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come to the Table 

NEW Summer Series for all ages! 

The Christian Education Team is 

doing a new thing for summer faith 

formation! Save the date for a four-

week series on Wednesday evenings 

from 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.: July 10, 

17, 24, and 31. We look forward to 

bringing all ages together for din-

ner, worship, adult Bible study, and faith-based activities 

for children and youth. Contact Lisa Kaufer to explore how 

you might support this new adventure. 

Adult Ministries 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study:  

I am excited to be preparing a 

Bible Study titled Immigration 

& the Bible. This study will 

begin on April 30. The move-

ment of people as refugees, de-

portees, immigrants, and so-

journers is a recurring theme 

that is the attention and focus 

of the biblical writers. Immi-

gration still captivates our at-

tention and discourse today. 

The pressing question for the 

church has nothing to do with partisan politics, rather the 

question for the church is how do we faithfully respond to 

immigration as a pastoral and theological matter? I am 

looking forward to study scripture that shapes our under-

standing of this important and timely concern. 

If you are unable to attend Bible Study and still want to be 

a part of this important conversation, then I recommend 

reading a book by M. Daniel Carroll, Jr. titled Christians at 

the Border: Immigration, the Church, & the Bible (Second 

Edition, Brazos Press, 2013). 

-Michael 

Sunday Night Live is studying “The Spiritual Brain, a Sci-

ence and Religious Experience” with Dr. Andrew Newberg 

of the Center for Integrative Medicine at the Thomas Jef-

ferson University Hospital. SNL is held Sunday nights at 

7:00 at the home of Paula and Jay Cohen.  All are welcome 

to come.  Topics for this month are: 

 May 5—Reality and Beyond 

Christian Education and Faith Formation 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=42&image_type=cl
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May Birthdays! 

Men’s Monthly Meeting 
The Men’s Monthly Meeting is an op-
portunity to get together and socialize 
over a meal outside the church. 
You’re welcome to join them on Tues-
day, May 14, at the Clubhouse Sports Grille, 250 N. 
Main Street in Monroe at 5:30 p.m.  

 
 

The Spinning Fork 
ATTENTION: ALL CHURCH GALS  

AND FRIENDS!  
You are invited to a fun and casual evening at  

The Spinning Fork on Tuesday,  May 21,  
at 6:00 p.m.  

 

CLASS OF 2019 

Are you (or your child) a graduating senior?  Please 
contact the church office with the graduate’s name and 
school as we will recognize them on Sunday, May 19.    

Scholarship Funds are available to members of First 
Church who are pursuing a first course of studies at 
college or trade school.  These scholarships were estab-
lished in memory of former members.   

The Ida Zecher Scholarship was established in 1999 by 
Jack and Karen Zecher in honor of his mother’s life-
long commitment to encourage people in pursuing 
their education and in following the Lord Jesus Christ.  
The Robert Nossokoff Scholarship was established by 
Norma Nossokoff to honor her late husband and his 
great love for the youth of our church.  The James Cur-
ry, Jr. Scholarship was established by Linda Curry to 
honor her late husband, Jim who owned Curry Ford for 
38 years and also served as a police captain. Infor-
mation and applications for the scholarships are avail-
able in the church office and on our website.  

The deadline for scholarship applications is July 1. 

   

Music Notes 
 

Then God said,  

“Let us make people in our image, to be like ourselves.  

They will be masters over all life---the fish in the sea,  

the birds in the sky, and all the livestock,  

wild animals, and small animals.” 

So God created people in his own image; 

God patterned them after himself; 

Male and female he created them. 

                                             Genesis 1: 26, 27 

Joyful Noize Season Finale! 

“In the Image” 

This year’s Joyful Noize finale will be “In the Image” 

which will be presented on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 

12, for the 10:00 a.m. worship service.  “In the Image” 

features a group of children who have just experienced 

the story of the Creation.  And now they’re starting to 

wonder what it really means to be created in the image 

of God.  Through humorous, earnest exploration, the 

children discover that being created in the image of God 

isn’t about physical appearance.  It’s about creativity, 

faithfulness, responsibility, community, and the ability 

to find the good in things.  This musical isn’t simply 

about events that happened a long time ago.  It’s about 

the children in our church, and in every church, right 

now.  It’s about you.  And it’s about the One who creat-

ed this whole wonderful, beautiful world.   Pastor Mi-

chael will begin the message with the children. Come, 

be reminded of the beautiful things you can create be-

cause you are created “In the Image”. 

Premier presentation! It is with much gratitude that the 

Music and Worship Ministry Team thanks this congre-

gation for your generous contributions towards our 

commissioned music.  Through your gifts of Easter Me-

morials, you have given $630.00 to date.  The exciting 

piece of music, titled Anthem of Gladness will be premi-

ered on Pentecost, June 9, when we celebrate our bicen-

tennial. 

Joyce Zigler 

Director of Music Ministries 

 

Congratulations on the birth of. . . 
. . . Rawley Willene Jones, born on April 7 to Tim and 
Katie Jones. The proud great-grandmother is Katherine 
Oellerich. 

01…….Joseph Susco 
02…….Megan Taylor 
04…….Gerri Humphreys 
04…….Gihani Isaacs 
07…….Matt Hensler 
08…….Isuru Isaacs 
09…….Janis Nein 
09…….Virginia Swisher 
10…….Seth Howard 
10…….Lindsay Taylor 
11…….Chris Cox 
11…….Reva Dempster 
11…….Judy Mengel 
11…….Vonnie Root 
11…….Bill Wooley 
12…….Louis Gaker 

14…….Hazel Moon 
15…….Mike Jenkins 
16…….Keith Lawson 
18…….Belinda Martindell 
18…….Rachel Williams 
19…….Savannah Ryan 
21…….Charles Robertson 
22…….Craig Haass 
25…….Jeri Yost 
26…….Jim Pearce 
26…….Stephanie Rogers 
28…….Barb Craycraft 
28…….Mike Hamlin 
30…….Lola Bruner 
30…….John Peterson 
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May Worship 
10:00 a.m. 

 
Sunday, May 5 
Communion 

Music by the Sanctuary Choir 
 

Sunday, May 12 
Mother’s Day 

“In the Image” 
Created by the Joyful Noize Choir 

 
Sunday, May 19 

Installation and Ordination 
of new officers 

Music by the Sanctuary Choir  
 

Sunday, May 27  
Music by the Sanctuary Choir  

Join the Book Study! This month, we will 

explore the book, “Holy Envy: Finding God in 

the Faith of Others” by Barbara Brown Taylor. 

“Throughout Holy Envy, Taylor weaves togeth-

er stories from the classroom with reflections 

on how her own spiritual journey has been 

complicated and renewed by connecting with 

people of other traditions—even those whose truths are quite 

different from hers.  The one constant in her odyssey is the sense 

that God is the one calling her to disown her version of God—a 

change that ultimately enriches her faith in other human beings 

and in God.” - excerpt of book description from Amazon.com 

This new release is available in the church office (suggested $16 

donation) and also through Amazon.com and other book-sellers. 

Join the discussion in-person with the Prayer Group in the Me-

morial Room on Wednesdays, May 1 and 15 from 12:00 p.m. - 

1:00 p.m. Come if you’re reading the book! Come if the topic 

interests you, but you haven’t read a page! Come if you are ex-

cited to share in a time of prayer and glimpse God in a new way 

through the faith experiences of others! If you are reading the 

book, feel free to read at your own pace. Our discussions will 

meet you where you are in the book, and share general discus-

sion about chapters 1-6 on May 1, and chapters 7-12 on  

May 15. 


