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Dear friends, 

This month we will be electing new of-
ficers at our congregational meeting. 
We will elect and ordain spiritual lead-
ers of this church as elders, who will 

shape our shared ministry, set the vision for our 
Church, and evaluate our faithfulness in ministry to 
Jesus Christ. We will elect and ordain deacons who pro-
vide a ministry of compassion and caregiving. We will 
elect trustees who diligently and faithfully steward our 
financial and physical resources.  

Each year, the nominating committee is responsible for 
finding people for those important roles. I advise them 
not to find a willing person and make them into a spir-
itual leader of the church. I encourage them to find 
people already serving a particular function and 
acknowledge it. Notice the person already engaged in 
compassion and invite them to be a deacon. Notice the 
person who is a spiritual leader and invite them to be on 
session. While these are ordained offices in the church, 
ordination only confirms a sense of call to serve in these 
ways. The congregation can also make nominations in 
the box in the Gathering Area. 

I do want to highlight the ministry of deacons while we 
anticipate some changes to their ministry. You will find 
some frequently asked questions in this newsletter about 
those changes. 

In the Bible, deacons come out of the need to provide 
care to people within the church. Their function is often 
defined as “set forth in Scripture is one of compassion, 
witness, and service, sharing in the redeeming love of 
Jesus Christ.” This is an essential ministry of the 
Church, and my hope is to best equip deacons to serve 
in that function. 

I am so excited by the work coming out of session and 
the Member Development Committee to form a Wel-
come Team. This is a new team of people who would 
like to greet and usher for Sunday morning worship. 
This will allow the deacons to focus on the important 
ministry of compassion and caregiving. If you would 
like to learn more about the ministry of deacons, I will 
be having a conversation on March 5 in the Youth 
Room following worship. 

Grace and peace, 

Michael 

 

 

 

 
March Worship Services  

 
Wednesday, March 1 

Ash Wednesday 
Music by Gregg Clark 

7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
 

Saturday, March 4 
4:00 p.m.  Choralfest 2017 worship service/concert 

Music and message by the Choralfest Choir 
Sycamore Presbyterian Church, Cincinnati 

                                                             
Sunday, March 5 

Communion 
First Sunday of Lent: Sight 
Scripture: John 11:28-37 

Music by the Sanctuary Choir 
 

Sunday, March 12 
Second Sunday of Lent: Smell 

Scripture: John 12:1-11 
Music by the Sanctuary Choir 

 
Sunday, March 19 

Third Sunday of Lent: Taste 
Rev. Dr. Denise Thorpe will preach 

Scripture: John 4:1-39 
Music by the Sanctuary Choir 

Deborah Netanel, cellist 
 

Sunday, March 26 
Fourth Sunday of Lent: Touch 

Scripture: John 13:1-7 
Music by the Ambassadors 

Renaissance Ringers  
Congregational Meeting after worship 

 
Sunday Morning Worship takes place in the Sanctuary 
at 10:00 a.m.  
 
Immediately following worship, join us for fellowship 
and light refreshments in the Gathering Area.  
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Youth Ministries  
Wednesday night Youth Group meets each week, 6 p.m.—
7:30 p.m. in the Youth Room for students in grades 6-12, 
dinner provided.  March 1, we will start in the Youth Room 
for dinner followed by the Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
in Fellowship Hall. Youth Group will not meet on March 29. 
 
Mark your calendar for the Spring Youth Retreat, March 31 
- April 2 at Kirkmont Center! This year's theme is "Finding 
Jesus Piece by Peace."  This youth event is sponsored by the 
Presbyterian Youth Connection (PYC) Network of the Pres-
bytery of the Miami Valley and welcomes all youth grades 7
-12 and their adult advisors. Katie Douglass, our keynote 
speaker, is an ordained minister in the PC(USA) and served 
as a Associate Minister for Youth at the American Protestant 
Church: International Congregation in Bonn, Germany. She 
grew up at Fairmont Presbyterian Church, Kettering, and 
holds a PhD from Princeton Theological Seminary. She is the 
co-director of The Confirmation Project. Katie moved to Se-
attle a year ago with her husband, John, and three children, 
George, Paul, and Will. Contact Lisa Kaufer by March 15 to 
register. 

Children Ministries 
Children are always welcome in worship!  Wiggle bags are 
available at each Sanctuary entrance to help children feel 
included and engaged during the worship service. We pro-
vide a loving, Christian environment for infants and chil-
dren up to 5 years old in our Nursery/Preschool Room every 
Sunday, from 9:45 – 11:15 a.m.  This month, Sunday School 
(children ages 6-12) meets following Circle Time, in the 
Godly Play Room on March 12, 19, and 26.  Children will 
be dismissed in the Gathering Area following worship. 

 

Kirkmont Summer Camps 

Kirkmont Center, an independent non-profit organization, 
was founded by the Presbyterian Church USA in 1963.  This 
camp and retreat center serves public and private school 
groups, non-profit organizations, youth groups, sports 
teams, music and art associations, churches and faith based 
groups of all denominations, families, businesses, and indi-
viduals.  Kirkmont's goal is to provide participants with a 
renewing camp, outdoor education, or retreat experi-
ence.  For many years, our church has supported Kirkmont 
in a variety of ways, including scholarships that enable 
campers to participate.  Contact Lisa Kaufer to learn more 
about 2017 summer camps and scholarship support. 

Come ROME with us this summer! 
We look forward to a new adventure with Vacation Bible 
School this summer!  Mark your calendar for an inter-
generational Wednesday evening format:  6 p.m.—8 p.m. 
July 12, 19, 26, and August 2.  We will travel to Rome and 
learn about Paul and the Underground Church!  This is a 
journey for all ages - for more information about the many 
opportunities to participate, contact Lisa Kaufer. 

Growing with each other and with God 

"For where two or three gather in my name, I am with 
them."  - Matthew 18:20 

When we gather together - in study, fellowship, service, 
worship - we grow in our relationships with each other and 
with God!  Our faith community currently gathers in many 
ways, and we are dreaming about adding one or two new 
opportunities.  Would you like to help us dream?  Join us for 
a Smorgasbord on March 3, 6 p.m.—8 p.m. in the Youth 
Room.  Bring ideas, enthusiasm, and a food item to 
share!  Contact Lisa Kaufer for more information. 

Come, thou fount of ev’ry blessing, 
tune my heart to sing your grace. 
Streams of justice, never ceasing, 
call for songs of loudest praise. 

                    from  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing  
                                                  

His love is shown to us in so many different ways.  One of 
those is through the voices of children singing his praises 
and learning about God’s justice, love, and peace. 

Choralfest 2017 celebrates our 31st anniversary of this 
festival.  The theme this year is “Roll Down, Justice!” 
which focuses on our call as Christians to spread the love, 
peace and justice of God with our troubled world. This 
wonderful message will be delivered by our Joyful Noize 
Choir along with children from several other area church-
es. Our Joyful Noize Choir will be singing and ringing a 
solo anthem during this service. The guest conductor this 
year is Robyn Lana, who is Founder, Managing Artistic 
Director and Conductor of the Cincinnati Children’s 
Choir, Ensemble-in-Residence at the University of Cincin-
nati College-Conservatory of Music Preparatory Depart-

ment.  Everyone is invited to join us for this uplifting and 
moving worship service/concert on Saturday, March 4, at 
4 p.m. at Sycamore Presbyterian Church located at 11800 
Mason Road, Cincinnati. 

Come, experience the joy and energy that are created by 
the many voices of children singing God’s word.  You will 
be blessed and lifted up in wonderful ways! 

Joyce Zigler 

Director of Music Ministries 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Christian Education and Faith Formation 

Music Notes 
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02…….Seg Dennison 
03…….Barb Pearce 
03…….David Steele 
05…….Miriam Jenkins 
05…….Gerry McGuire 
09…….Denise Dennison 
11…….Jessica Walker 
12…….Bruce Barnes 
12…….Jessie Jenkins 
13…….Linda Bellaw 
13…….Dorothy Shuemake 
14…….Linda Curry 
15…….Nadine Raiche 
16…….Bill Triick 
18…….Peg Pochel 
21…….Patti Gage 

22…….Kathi Howard 
23…….Don Burns 
23…….Lisa Wilson 
24…….Irene Herrmann 
25…….Marcia Jenkins 
27…….Jon Walker 
28…….Fay Smillie 
28…….Ken Thomas 
28…….Grant Nisbet 
29…….Finn Magrino 
30…….Stephanie Weidner 
31…….Ginny Getter 
 
 

Adult Ministries 
Join us for Tuesday Morning Bible Study Making Sense of 
the Bible: The Tuesday morning before each Sunday, we 
will study scripture from throughout the Bible for the 
sense of the following Sunday. Bible Study meets in the 
Youth Room at 10:00 a.m. 
 
Sunday Night Live meets at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Pau-
la and Jay Cohen.  We'll continue the series, “Events that 
Changed the World.” Everyone is welcome.  Call Paula at 
423-4443 or Barb Alder at 360-7424 for more infor-
mation. 
 

Here is the schedule for March 
 March 5      Mao Zedong Begins his Long March 
 March 12    JFK is Assassinated 
 March 19    Dr. King Leads a March 
 March 26    September 11, 2001 

 

If you have any questions regarding Christian Education 
at First Presbyterian Church, contact  Lisa Kaufer, Direc-
tor of Faith Formation, (lisamkaufer@gmail.com). 

March Birthdays! 

Men’s Monthly Meeting 
The Men’s Monthly Meeting is an oppor-
tunity to get together and socialize over a 
meal outside the church. You’re welcome to 
join them on Tuesday, March 14, at the 
Clubhouse Sports Grille, 250 N. Main Street 
in Monroe at 5:30 p.m.  

 
 
 

Ladies @ LaRosa’s 
ATTENTION: ALL CHURCH GALS  

AND FRIENDS!  
You are invited to a fun and casual evening at  

LaRosa’s Pizzaria, 4900 Roosevelt Boulevard on  
Tuesday,  March 21, at 6:30 p.m.  

 
 

We extend Christian Love and Sympathy to 

the family of. . . 

. . . Phyllis DeWeese Morgan, who died on December  21.  

. .   Bill Rice, who died on January 6. 

. . . Betty Lou Nein, who died on January 25. 

From the Finance Office - The 2017 budget was ap-
proved by Trustees and Session in January, and will 
be reviewed on a monthly basis. Here a recap of Jan-
uary results: 

                                 YTD                  Budget 

Income                 $47,066 $386,500 

Expenses              $31,446             $416,229 

 

Ash Wednesday 
Ash Wednesday is March 1. Jazz/blues guitarist Gregg 
Clark will lead music in Fellowship Hall with a short 
mediation and imposition of ashes. Service begins at 
7:00 p.m. 

 

Lenten Luncheons 
On Wednesdays, in Fellowship Hall at noon, enjoy a 
light meal and conversation with local faith leaders on 
the topic: Share an experience of God focusing on one of 
our five senses. 

March 8: Rev. Sarah Sparks-Franklin Covenant PC(USA) 
in Springboro 

March 15: Father John Civille, Holy Family Catholic 
Church 

March 22: Rev. Norm Coleman, Christ United Methodist 

March 29: Rev. John Wagner, First United Methodist 

April 5: Chaplain Karen Fleming, Mt. Pleasant Retire-
ment Community  

 

Maundy Thursday 
On Maundy Thursday the early church gathered 
around a meal for worship and so did the disciples with 
Jesus. We will do the same on April 13 at 6:30 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. 

 
We are collecting Box Tops for Education to help Rosa 
Parks Elementary School. Boxes are located in the Gath-
ering Area and the church office for your box tops. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT DEACONS 

Prepared by Michael Isaacs 

What is a Deacon? 

The Book of Order calls ordained deacons to a ministry of “compassion, witness, and service, sharing in the redeem-
ing love of Jesus Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by 
unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress" (G-2.0201). More simply, deacons are called to the ministry of 
caregiving and compassion. 

Why is there a vision to change our current system? 

Deacons are often tasked with internal responsibilities of the congregation. These responsibilities can make it chal-
lenging for them to use their spiritual gifts to connect with people. Caregiving and compassion are shared ministries 
of the Church, and we ordain deacons to help serve that function in partnership with pastoral staff. Creating a new 
Welcome Team to greet and usher on Sunday mornings allows the deacons to focus on compassion and caregiving as 
an essential ministry of the Church. 

Why reduce the number of Deacons? 

Over the next three years the number of active deacons will be drawn down to around 15. This allows the deacons to 
be more of a working group reviewing places of need for caregiving and compassion. It also creates more availability 
of people who would like to serve on the Welcome Team as greeters and ushers. 

I’m a Deacon, and I felt called to a ministry of Welcome. Is that okay? What should I do? 

Great. There is no reason not to serve in both capacities. If you don’t feel called to a ministry of Compassion and 
Caregiving and you are currently a deacon, it is important you are in a place where your gifts best serve God and the 
Church. We are more than willing to work with you to make that happen. 

What are the Deacons going to do? 

While deacons are historically known for visitation, caregiving can look a lot of different ways: preparing food for 
funeral receptions, sending cards, dinners for six, and Christmas Baskets. During this time of transition, I’d encour-
age the deacons to discern which of these ministries they feel called to renew and which ones might be better shared 
with the wider congregation. The same is true for providing for Fellowship Hour. 

How can I learn more? What if I have more questions? 

After worship on March 5, Michael will be leading a forum discussion on the ministry of deacon in the Youth Room 
following worship. 

How can I learn more about the Welcome Team? 

The Welcome Team’s job is to make people feel like they are being welcomed home when they walk through the 
doors of our church. The Membership Development Committee is recruiting 15-20 people from all throughout the 
congregation who would excel at this ministry. If you are interested in serving in this capacity. Michael would love to 
take you out to lunch and talk about it more! 
 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

EASTER MEMORIALS: Since we create our beautiful Easter lily cross with silk lilies, the memorial contributions this year will 

go to the FISH Fund. You may purchase an Easter memorial in honor or in remembrance of a loved one.  

This year’s Easter memorials, at $5.00 each, will provide needed assistance to the Middletown Community. 

I will contribute _____________ to the FISH Fund as a memorial/honorarium for: 

 In honor/memory of: (Circle your choice)  

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

       (Please print information exactly as you would like it listed.)   

Given by: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

                          (Please print information exactly as you would like it listed.) 

Phone__________________________      Payment Enclosed____________ 

 Orders for memorials must be to the church by Monday, April 10. Please detach and place this in the offering plate on Sunday, or 

send or take it to the church office. 
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Michael Isaacs, Pastor/Head of Staff 
Joyce Zigler, Director of Music 
Lisa Kaufer, Director of Faith Formation 
Kathy Harris, Administrative Assistant 
Sandy Fisher, Secretary 
Bob Lawwill, Custodian 
Cheryl Jarbo, Custodian 
Margaret Chambers, Pianist 
Lara Moon, Director of Children and Youth Choirs 
Janet Scott, Director of Handbells 
Paula Elliott, Dir. of Kindergarten Readiness 
Kim Flesher, Pre-K Teacher 
 

 

Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

 

Website: www.fpcmiddletown.com 

We  want to thank all of you who 

supported the fund raising din-

ner for glioblastoma (brain can-

cer) research in honor of our 

mother, Christy Biddle.  Also, our 

sincere thanks goes out to the 

deacons who prepared the meal, and the Scouts 

who helped with serving and clean-up.  Together 

we raised $1,400 for brain cancer research.  Any-

one who couldn’t attend and would still like to do-

nate may do so by going to 

www.defeatGBM.org.     

Josh and Nathaniel Biddle 

Our Mission 

...to SHARE the good news 

...to NURTURE the Spirit 

...to SERVE members and neighbors  

http://www.defeatGBM.org

