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Dear friends in ministry, 

I am writing from the NEXT Church 
Gathering in Baltimore. NEXT is a 
gathering of Presbyterian ministries 

and leaders who are trying to address the transi-
tions, struggles, and opportunities for vibrant min-
istry today.  

Here are two of my takeaways from the first day of 
gathering: 1. We are not alone. When someone de-
scribes their congregation to me, I often think, 
“That sounds just like First Presbyterian 
Church.” (They often even have the same church 
name.) Our challenges are not unique, and we 
have the faithfulness and resources to respond to 
them creatively and gracefully. 2.The tolerance of 
ambiguity can be hard for some people to accept. I 
attended a workshop on Creativity, Innovation and 
Risk in Faith Formation. We were asked to rank 
value related to innovation. Near the top of the list 
was: the tolerance of ambiguity. This value can be 
tough for Presbyterians to accept because we often 
prefer clarity and order. However, to bring about 
new opportunities and possibilities we must em-
brace the unknown with a deep sense of curiosity. 

Over the next couple of months, I want to start as-
sembling a team of folks at the church to start 
looking at how we move to what is next for our 
congregation. Drawing on the material from the 
workshop of Creativity, Innovation, and Risk, my 
hope is that we can start with a body of knowledge, 
identity challenges, immerse ourselves in possibili-
ties, test ideas in community, incubate ideas, and 
then take risks together. If this is something you’d 
like to be part of, please let me know. 

Warmly, 

Michael 

 

March Worship Services  
 

Saturday, March 3 
4:00 p.m.  Choralfest 2018  

worship service/concert 
Music and message by the Choralfest Choir 

Sycamore Presbyterian Church 
Cincinnati 

                                                         
Sunday, March 4 

Communion 
Exodus 20:1-17; 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

Music by the Sanctuary Choir 
Leah Jacob, cellist 

 
Sunday, March 11 

Numbers 21:4-9; John 3:14-21 
Music by the Sanctuary Choir 

 
Sunday, March 18 

Jeremiah 31:31-24; Hebrews 5:5-10 
Music by the Sanctuary Choir 

Suzanne Edwards, flutist 
    Congregational Meeting after worship 

 
Sunday, March 25 

Palm Sunday 
Mark 11:1-4 

Music by the Sanctuary Choir 
Renaissance Ringers & Joyful Noize  

 
Sunday, April 1 

Easter 
Music by the Sanctuary Choir 

Brass Quartet 
 

Sunday Morning Worship takes place in the Sanctuary 
at 10:00 a.m.  
 
Immediately following worship, join us for fellowship 
and light refreshments in the Gathering Area.  
 
 Our Annual Congregational Meeting fol-

lowing the Worship Service on Sunday, 

March 18, will be to receive program re-

ports and elect new officers. 
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Children Ministries 
Children are always welcome in worship!  
Wiggle bags are available at each Sanctuary 
entrance to help children feel included and 

engaged during the worship service. Additional re-
sources for parents and guardians are also available - 
look for the pinwheel and enjoy! 
 
This month, Sunday School (children ages 6-12) 
meets following Circle Time, in the Godly Play Room 
on March 11, 18, and 25.  Children will be dismissed 
in the Gathering Area following worship.   
 
A loving, Christian environment is provided year-
round from 9:45 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. for infants and 
children up to 5 years old. 

Easter Egg Hunt!   

Come to the Easter Egg Hunt on Palm Sunday, March 

25, in the courtyard following worship.  Donations of 

individually wrapped candy to fill the eggs would be 

appreciated. The candy may be dropped off at the 

church office by March 11. 

 

 

 

Adult Ministries 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study: Beginning March 20, 
the Bible Study will be reading the Gospel of John to-
gether. Know as the “Fourth Gospel”, John’s storytell-
ing and content is unique from the Synoptic Gospels. 
Join us at 10:00 a.m. in the Youth Room. 
 
Sunday Night Live will continue to meet Sunday’s at 
7:00 p.m. at the home of Jay and Paula Cohen during 
the month of March. We will continue the video se-
ries, “Jesus and His Jewish Influences”  looking at the 
Dead Sea Scrolls through the Reign of Herod the 
Great.  We will not meet on Easter.   

 
If you have any questions regarding Christian Educa-
tion at First Presbyterian Church, contact  Lisa 
Kaufer, Director of Faith Formation, 
(lisamkaufer@gmail.com). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When I see the sacrifice He made, 
and when I think about the price He freely paid, 

I bring Him all I can, and what I bring, 
I give with love and joy to my King, my King! 

    from  “With What Shall I Come?” by Ruth Elaine Schram 

                                                            
His love is shown to us in so many different ways.  
One of those is through the voices of children sing-
ing his praises and learning about God’s love.  Please 
support our children by attending this very special 
service. 
 
Choralfest 2018 celebrates our 32nd anniversary of 
this festival.  The theme this year is “Sing to the Lord 
a New Song”. This wonderful message will be deliv-
ered by our Joyful Noize Choir along with children 
from several other area churches. Our Joyful Noize 
Choir will be singing and ringing a solo anthem dur-

ing this service. The guest conductor this year is  
Stephen Roddy, who is Founder and Artistic Director 
of the Houston Children’s Choir.  Everyone is invited 
to join us for this uplifting and moving worship ser-
vice/concert on Saturday, March 3, at 4 p.m. at Syc-
amore Presbyterian Church located at 11800 Mason 
Road, Cincinnati. 
 
Come, experience the joy and energy that are created 
by the many voices of children singing God’s word.  
You will be blessed and lifted up in wonderful ways! 
 

Joyce Zigler 

Director of Music Ministries 

 
 
 
 
 

Christian Education and Faith Formation 

Music Notes 
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02…….Seg Dennison 
03…….Barb Pearce 
03…….David Steele 
05…….Miriam Jenkins 
05…….Gerry McGuire 
09…….Denise Dennison 
11…….Jessica Walker 
12…….Bruce Barnes 
12…….Jessie Jenkins 
13…….Linda Bellaw 
13…….Dorothy Shuemake 
15…….Nadine Raiche 
16…….Bill Triick 
17…….Maxwell Hensler 
18…….Peg Pochel 
19…….Susie Lane 

 
21…….Patti Gage 
22…….Kathi Howard 
23…….Don Burns 
23…….Lisa Wilson 
24…….Irene Herrmann 
25…….Marcia Jenkins 
27…….Jon Walker 
28…….Fay Smillie 
28…….Ken Thomas 
28…….Grant Nisbet 
30…….Stephanie Weidner 
31…….Ginny Getter 
 
 

March Birthdays! 

Men’s Monthly Meeting 
The Men’s Monthly Meeting is an op-
portunity to get together and socialize 
over a meal outside the church. You’re 
welcome to join them on Tuesday, 
March 13, at the Clubhouse Sports 
Grille, 250 N. Main Street in Monroe at 5:30 p.m.  

 
 

 

Ladies Night Out 
ATTENTION: ALL CHURCH GALS  

AND FRIENDS!  

You are invited to a fun  

and casual evening at  

The Spinning Fork, 2220 N. Verity Pkwy on  

Tuesday, March 20, at 6:30 p.m.  

 

We extend Christian Love and Sympathy 

to the family of. . . 
...Jeffrey Gaker, who died on January 27. 
...Kent Chalfin, who died on February 5. 
...Lou Borneman, who died on February 18. 
...Virgil McQueen, who died on February 19. 
 
LENTEN LUNCHEONS: “Growing Up When You’re 

Already Grown” 

On Wednesdays from March 7 until March 21 we 

will have lunch from 12:00-12:45 in the Fellowship 

Hall. Each week, we will have a faith leader from the 

area address the theme, Growing up When You’re 

Already Grown. Pastors Michael Isaacs, Patty Ander-

son-Cook, and Jeri Baker will be the speakers.  A dif-

ferent committee will provide the meal each week. 

Bring a friend! 

 

Good Friday, March 30, Noon—3:00 p.m. 

With Easter falling on a Communion Sunday this year 

and a meal provided with our Ash Wednesday service, 

we decided to do a Good Friday service instead of a 

Maundy Thursday service. Tradition says that Jesus was 

on the cross for three hours—from 12:00 p.m. until 

3:00 p.m. During that time, we will have seven different 

preachers preach each of the phrases Jesus says from 

the cross. You are not expected to be there the whole 

time, rather drop-in for a sermon or two. Confirmed 

preachers include: Edward McNulty (Blue Ball), Barb 

Nein (FPC)  Norm Coleman (Christ UMC), Karen Flem-

ing (Mt. Pleasant), Michelle Terry (Bethlehem ELCA), 

John Wagner (First UMC), Bob Wade (Presbytery of Mi-

ami Valley), and Michael Isaacs.  

 
We are collecting Box Tops for Education to help Rosa 
Parks Elementary School. Boxes are located in the Gath-
ering Area and the church office for your box tops. 
 
 

 

EASTER MEMORIALS: Since we create our beautiful 
Easter lily cross with silk lilies, the memorial contribu-
tions this year will help purchase new banners for the 
sanctuary. You may purchase an Easter memorial in 
honor or in remembrance of a loved one.  

This year’s Easter memorials, at $5.00 each, will provide 
needed assistance to the Middletown Community. 

I will contribute _____________ to the FISH Fund as a 
memorial/honorarium for: 

 In honor/memory of: (Circle your choice)  

______________________________________________ 

 (Please print information as you would like it listed.)   

 

Given by: 
______________________________________________ 

(Please print information  as you would like it listed.) 

Phone__________________________       

Payment Enclosed____________ 

 

Orders for memorials must be to the church by Mon-
day, March 26. Please cut this out and place this in the 
offering plate on Sunday, or send or take it to the 

church office. 
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Michael Isaacs, Pastor/Head of Staff 
Joyce Zigler, Director of Music 
Lisa Kaufer, Director of Faith Formation 
Kathy Harris, Administrative Assistant 
Sandy Fisher, Secretary 
Bob Lawwill, Custodian 
Cheryl Jarbo, Custodian 
Margaret Chambers, Pianist 
Lara Moon, Director of Children and Youth Choirs 
Janet Scott, Director of Handbells 
Paula Elliott, Dir. of Kindergarten Readiness 
Kim Flesher, Pre-K Teacher 
 

 

Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Friday 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.  
 

Website: www.fpcmiddletown.com 

Our Mission 

...to SHARE the good news 

...to NURTURE the Spirit 

...to SERVE members and neighbors  

The Rummage Sale for this 

year has been canceled. 

Save your items for next 

year’s Rummage Sale. 


