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Anthem of Gladness 
The staff and volunteers of the Music Ministry Team have been delighted at the wonderful response from 
this congregation to our commissioned music by Joseph Martin, “Anthem of Gladness.” There have been 
numerous requests for the lyrics which are printed below. We also thought we should share the process of 
developing a commissioned piece. Joseph Martin is a world renowned composer, pianist and choir direc-
tor.  Joyce had the privilege of meeting personally with Joseph Martin at the Music in the Mountains con-
ference last August. At that time she discussed with him her desire to have a commissioned piece created 
for our Bicentennial Service as a special gift from Music Ministry Team to the congregation. Fortunately, 
Mr. Martin understands church finances and offered to compose our piece for half price. After discussing 
the process with the pastor and the Music Ministry Team, Joyce notified Mr. Martin and the creative pro-
cess began with ten pages of questions about the choir, the church and the type of music we sing.  Anne 
Frantz discovered that Psalm 122:1 was the epigraph for the 150th celebration and later Pastor Michael 
discovered that it was also the epigraph for the 100th celebration.  After conferring with Pastor Michael 
about the theme, we decided it should be celebratory and based on Psalm 122:1 plus other Psalms of As-
cent.  All of this information was given to Mr. Martin who consequently began work on our music. Again, 
Joyce was privileged to have two phone calls from Mr. Martin discussing the music.  The music was sent to 
Joyce who asked for a revision of the ending for both choir and trumpet. This was accomplished by the end 
of April. We are all hoping that at some point this music will be published by Shawnee Press. We are plan-
ning to present it again at the Kirkin’ of the Tartans Service in November. 

 

“Anthem of Gladness” 
 

I was glad when they said unto me; let us go into the house of the Lord! 
I was glad when they said unto me; let us go into the house of the Lord! 

This is the day the Lord has made. I will delight and be glad in it! 
This is a time designed for praise! Let every heart reflect God’s grace. 

I was glad when they said unto me; let us go into the house, 
go into the house, let us go into the house of the Lord. 

 
Serve the Lord with gladness. Serve Him all your days. 

Come into His presence with your songs of praise. 
Bring your glad thanksgiving. Bring your joyful song. 
Bring your faithful service. Let your light be strong! 

 
Lift your voices now as one!  

Tell the world what God has done! 
Shout the news to every Nation! 
Go forth with joy, Go with light. 
Go with Grace for all creation! 

 
I was glad when they said unto me; let us go into the house of the Lord! 

Sing alleluia! Let us go into the house of the Lord! 
This is the day the Lord has made. I will delight and be glad in it! 

This is a time designed for praise! Let every heart reflect God’s grace. 
I was glad when they said unto me; let us go into the house, 

go into the house, let us go into the house of the Lord! 
 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice give thanks and sing! 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice give thanks and sing! 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Rejoice! 
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BICENTENNIAL SERMON: Here is an abridged version of the sermon from 
our Bicentennial Celebration. 

MidPointe Library invited me to speak about local church history because it 
is our bicentennial. I went through a history of the church’s first 100years 
to prepare. Here is what I found: 

Business matters 
Talks of charters and institutions 
Expense reports 
Payments on loans and mortgages 
Transactions of real property 
Talk of offices, who held them, and how long they were held by  

different people. 

I was concerned that the book was a history of buildings and pastors. That 
is not what constitutes the church. I was looking for the heart of our life 
and work as a congregation that serves Jesus Christ. Theologically speak-
ing, I was looking for stories about the Spirit of God who animates our life 
together and sends us into the world. In other words, I was looking for stories about our mission work and 
our engagement with our community.  

Of course, this was all going on. But why was the history more concerned about what we sometimes call the 
three B’s: Buildings, budgets, and butts in pews? 

If we lose the heart of mission and engagement with the world, then what good is the church? Finally, I 
found page 68 of this history book which described the formation of the women’s guild. They “did much 
work for the Red Cross as well was kept its usual work for the Middletown Hospital, the County Children’s 
Home and for the sick and needy in our town.” Bingo. There it is! 

This type of work has continued in the past 100 years, through things such as the Pre-K program, the rela-
tionship formed with a church in St. Petersburg, and emergency FISH fund. That is just to name a few. We 
have some incredibly committed, hard-working people in this church, but this is not why any of this hap-
pens. This all happens because the Spirit shows up.   

The same spirit that filled Peter and the apostles on the day of Pentecost, is the same spirit that filled Moses 
Karr, Ezekiel Ball, and many other women and men of Middletown in 1819. 

And it is the same Spirit that fills us today. The same spirit is our only way forward. It sustains us and gives 
us new life. It is our only means to navigate a church and world that is rapidly shifting and changing. The 
change we see in the church right now is not a degradation of the Church; it is the mere death of one form 
of the church. (Continued on next page.) 

Contribute to the Bicentennial Fund! 

We sincerely hope that you had the opportunity to join us for Sunday’s Bicentennial Celebration.  We will continue 

celebrating 200 years of ministry in Middletown throughout the year. As we celebrate and reflect upon the past 200 

years, we are also considering the next 200 years.  How will we be able to continue Christ’s mission and ministry in 

the years to come? 

We have been blessed over the years to be a recipient of many bequests, annuities and contributions to our managed 

Endowment Fund.  The investment income from this fund is currently used to finance our Building and Grounds ex-

penses.   

To honor our Bicentennial, we are asking members to prayerfully consider a one-time Bicentennial gift of at least 
$200.  All memorial contributions received through 2019 as well as your generous gifts will be invested in our En-
dowment Fund to provide for the ongoing and future needs of the church. Imagine if we could increase the Endow-
ment Fund by $20,000 or $200,000. 
 
There are many other ways for you to contribute to the Endowment Fund.  If you have a life insurance policy that no 

longer meets its original financial needs, consider changing the beneficiary to First Presbyterian.  Other funding meth-

ods include annuities with the church as the recipient, and direct monetary gifts.   
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We need that Spirit right now because it is all we have. We can trust no other way forward. That is why I 
like this moment in church history. I’m glad that I don’t live and serve at any other time. Anything that we 
could falsely place our hope in is dying. God is taking it away from us so that we can learn to trust God more 
faithfully and diligently and not misplace our trust that belongs to God alone. 

People in mainline congregations are often anxious, and there is no reason to be. The reason they are anx-
ious is they have defined the church as budgets, building, and butts—or, maybe phrased more genteelly, 
crowds.  We have no reason to be anxious because, despite our telling the story, we are not a 200-year-old 
institution.  

Jesus’ resurrection was at the beginning of the fourth decade—between 30 and 36. The Church was born 
fifty days later on the day of Pentecost. We are not really celebrating our bicentennial this year. We are cele-
brating about our 1,990th birthday.  

 

There is no reason for the church to be here 2000 years later. Jesus Christ uses the Church to continue his 
mission of bringing God’s kingdom to earth. We are a community of people who participate in God’s mis-
sion in the world. We are a community of witnesses, pointing beyond ourselves through our word and work 
to the good news of God’s transforming grace in Christ Jesus, even at the risk of losing our life. Being ani-
mated in this Spirit that moves us toward vitality. 

 

* * * 
As a birthday gift, I’d like to give the church a list of questions. I started by asking friends and colleagues two 
things: 

What is one question asked by churches during the last 200 years that you would retire? 
What is one new question that churches should be asking as we move forward? 

 

One church leader says that he often gets invited to speak at congregations about the future of the church. 
The subtext of the request is always this: "If you have any ideas for survival, let us know." His response to 
that is that “we have to stop fretting about our […] structures, memberships, divisions, and futures; instead 
we need to immerse ourselves in the baptismal waters that proclaim the perfect love of God that casts out 
fear.”(1) 
 
Additionally, we need to give up questions aimed at “keeping the church-machine” running. These ques-
tions tend to be transactional—we do something to get something. Instead we need to inquire about ways 
that we can give ourselves away for the life of the world. That is where ministry flourishes for those who fol-
low Jesus Christ. 
 
The church of the next 100 years is not a “sanctuary-centered, membership-based, religious life-and-
service provider.” (2) Rather, much like the church on Pentecost, we are a mission outpost for the Kingdom 
of God.  
 

The ways we respond to the following questions is going to write our next hundred years: 
How are we ready to offer life to the world without expecting anything in return? 
What are we willing to let go of so that our mission continues? 
How does our word and work deepen relationships with other people, communities, and congregations? 
Where else do we see God at work in the culture and world? Why aren’t we there? 

 

Come Holy Spirit, and author our next chapter.

 

Footnotes: 

(1)Craig Barnes, The Post-Anxiety Church, https://www.christiancentury.org/article/2016-01/post-anxiety-church 

(2)This phrase is found in Tod Bolsinger’s book Canoeing the Mountains. 
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Children's Ministries 

Children are always welcome in worship!  Wiggle bags are available at each Sanctuary entrance to help 

children feel included and engaged during the worship service. Additional resources for parents and guardians are 

also available - look for the pinwheel and enjoy! 

Sunday School will not meet during June, July and August - we will resume September 8. 

A loving, Christian environment is provided year-round from 9:45 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. for infants and children up to 5 

years old. 

 

Summer Suppers and Sacred Stories  

6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. on July 10, 17, 24, and 31 

All are invited to Dinner Church followed by activities for all ages. In a similar style to the early church, worship will 

take place at the table as we enjoy dinner together from 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. Following Dinner Church, Michael will 

lead a bible study for adults while the Christian Education Team shares a sacred story and activities for children and 

youth. Call the church office to sign up. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND FATIH FORMATION 

THE SESSION 

 

2020 (May) 2021 (May) 2022 (May) 

Darrell Templeton Bill Bursk   Donna Chaney 

 Marty Hensler Lynne Mack Anne Frantz 

 Barb Nein Nancy Peterson Tricia Neeley 

 Emily Pheanis Beth Susco Gudrun Seifert 

   Ann Veith  Tom Scott    

 

THE DEACONS 

 

2020 (May)   2021 (May)   2022 (May) 

Linda Begley   Mary Brehm   Carol Burns 

Rebecca Hillshafer  Carol Croake   Emily Sams 

Dolores Malcom  Suzanne Edwards  Fay Smillie 

Corbit Harrison   Nancy Peterson 
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I was glad when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the Lord!” 

This is the day that the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 (From Psalm 122:1 and 118:24) 

 
We hope that you will enjoy all the wonderful special music this summer! But now it is time that you give serious 
consideration to which empty choir chair in the chancel has your name on it or which station at the handbell ta-
ble is waiting for you to fill it.  There can never be too many singers or too many ringers making glorious music 
for God! 
 
Our very successful Joyful Noize Singers and Ringers program continues to minister to children in grades one 
through eight.  Through the use of Christian music and leadership, the children will develop singing and ringing 
skills with handchimes which will be sprinkled with drama activities. The leadership consists of Joyce Zigler, Lara 
Moon, and Janet Scott. Joyful Noize is open to children in grades 1-8 and will begin on Wednesday, September 11 
from 4:00-6:00 p.m.  For detailed information, please see the attached flyer and registration form, pick up a bro-
chure from the table in the Gathering Area, on the web at fpcmiddletown.com. or call Joyce Zigler at 422-6365. 
 
Below are the descriptions, times and dates for each choir.  See you in September for another exciting year of 
making music!! 
 
VOCAL CHOIRS 
 
The Joyful Noize Singers and Ringers will meet each Wednesday afternoon. This program is for children in grades 
one through eight. 
The Sanctuary Choir is offered to all adults who love to sing. The rehearsals are each Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.  
Sanctuary Choir is open to everyone who loves to sing from ninth grade to 90 years old! 
The Sanctuary Octet is drawn from the Sanctuary Choir and sings and rehearses as needed. 
 
HANDBELL CHOIR 
 
The Renaissance Ringers Handbell Choir is open to high school students and adults who are able to read music 
notes and rhythms.  The group will meet on Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m. We will be meeting in 5 separate blocks of 
4 to 5 rehearsal times to prepare for worship services and special events throughout the season from October 
through May. 
 
Instrumentalists are youth and adults who would like to play solos, play in ensembles, or would like to accompany 
the praise music. Anyone who is interested should contact Joyce Zigler at 422-6365. 

 

FALL PREVIEW OF CHOIR REHEARSALS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MUSIC NOTES 

CHOIR AGES 
REHEARSAL 

DAY 

REHEARSAL 

TIME 

STARTING 

DATE 
Sanctuary Choir Adults Wednesday 7:30 p.m. September 4 

Joyful Noize Grades 1-8 Wednesday 4:00 p.m. September 11 

Renaissance Ringers High School to Adults Wednesday 6:15 p.m. October 9 

Lara Moon, Director of Children’s and Youth Choirs 

Janet Scott, Director of Handbells, Worship Pianist   

Joyce Zigler, Director of Sanctuary Choir, Sanctuary Octet, Organist 
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01…….Carl Fiora 
03…….Crawford Williams 
03…….Norma Nossokoff 
03…….Mary Fondersmith 
03…….Mick Susco 
05…….Lynne Mack 
05…….Rebecca Staley 
06…….Ruth Sauer 
06…….Mildred Miller 
06…….Donna Chaney 
07…….Brady Newlin 
11…….Evie Earls 
16…….Lindsey Jenkins 
17…….Leela Isaacs 
18…….Barb Alder 

18…….Sonny Bach 
19…….Bill Bursk 
19…….Sam Ryan 
20…….Pat Hathaway 
20…….Pat Kienlen 
22…….Nancy Fraunfelter 
23…….Emily Pheanis 
23…….Linda Begley 
30…….Darrell Templeton 
30…….Scott Kerr 

July Birthdays! 

Men’s Monthly Meeting 
The Men’s Monthly Meeting is an opportunity to get to-
gether and socialize over a meal outside the church. 
You’re welcome to join them on Tues-
day, July 9 and August 13, at the Club-
house Sports Grille, 250 N. Main Street 
in Monroe at 5:30 p.m.  

 
 

Ladies Night Out 
ATTENTION: ALL CHURCH GALS  

AND FRIENDS!  
You are invited to a fun  
and casual evening at  

Olive Garden on Tuesday,  July 16 
and August 20, at 6:00 p.m.  

 
 

We extend Christian Love and Sympathy to 

the families of. . . 

. . .Norma McVay who died on May 17. 

. . .Sue Staley, who died on May 19. 

. . .Carolyn Gaker, who died on May 23. 

. . .John Matthew Brehm, who died on June 19. 

.. . .Chris Reedy, who died on June 24. 

 

 

Congratulations to Sam Moon, 
son of Lara and Steve Moon, who 
is graduating from Monroe High 
School.  Sam participated in the 
CAAMP Program. He is a mem-

ber of the National Honor Society, played trumpet in 
the Concert Band, played on the varsity baseball team 
and was named to the First Team All SWBL.  He re-
ceived the Joe Nuxhall Scholarship and Middletown 
Community Foundation Scholarship and was a member 
of the Anthony Munoz Leader Team.  Sam will be at-
tending Bowling Green State University where he will 
major in accounting.   

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
 

Rod and Barb Thomson 
 
Sarah Thornbery 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Congratulations on the baptism of Luke and Jacob 
Cox. Parents are Chris and Emily Cox and sister, 
Emily. 

August Birthdays! 

03…….Amanda Brown 
03…….Judy Karchner 
06…….Marilyn Steele 
06…….Joyce Triick 
08…….Katie Cox 
09…….Suzanne Edwards 
11…….Russell Dempster 
11…….Charlie Jenkins 
12…….Jean Hayes 
15……Raylene Pelfrey 
16…….Dick Dempster 
16…….Dianne Gerber 
18…….Fran Huntzinger 

18…….Saige Ryan 
18…….Gayle Spradlin 
21…….Sally Bach 
23…….Corbit Harrison 
25…….Susan Newlin 
26…….John Newlin 
30…….Larry Anderson 

https://www.churchart.com/subscriber/viewimages?topic_id=182&image_type=cl
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Pre-Kindergarten Readiness Program (PKR): is 
currently searching for an appropriate replace-
ment to serve during the school year, three morn-
ings a week, from 8:30 a.m. until noon.  If you en-
joy working with lively 4-year olds, please let Tina 
Newlin, our church's liaison know of your interest.  
Perhaps you know of someone who would be a 
good fit for this program.  Call Tina at 424-1120; 
and leave a message.  We will be interviewing this 
summer until the position has been filled.   

We do have a few openings left in our Pre-
Kindergarten Readiness Program. If you have a 
child, grandchild, or friends that have a child that 
is four or five and would like to have more infor-
mation, please call the church office. 

Our Mission 

...to SHARE the good news 

...to NURTURE the Spirit 

...to SERVE members and neighbors  

July & August Worship 
10:00 a.m. 

 
Sunday, July 7  
Communion 

Music by the Barbershop Chorus 
 

Sunday, July 14 
Guest preacher Rev. Karen Fleming 

Music by the Wing Walkers 
 

Sunday, July 21 
Music by Tara Downie, soprano & Suzanne Edwards, flute 

 
Sunday, July 28 

Music by Jennifer Kauffman, soprano and Lara Moon, alto 
 

Sunday, August 5 
Communion 

Music by Tom Sobieski, violinist 
 

Sunday, August 11 
Music by the Phil DeGreg Trio 

 
Sunday, August 18 

Music by Christopher Smith, tenor  
 

Sunday, August 25 
Music by the Sanctuary Octet 


