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Joy. It has been on my mind frequently: 
What if joy were the most urgent and need-
ed disposition for the church today? The 
cultural, religious, social, and political 
landscape has so drastically changed over 

the past few decades. What will fuel Christians serving the 
Church, especially as we navigate rapid change?  

I am willing to bet everything that the church is better served 
being fueled by joy rather than anxiousness, worry, or fear.  
PresbyNews includes a joy inventory this month.  Elders and 
staff share ways they experience joy in ministry today. 

Here are the places I am experiencing joy at First Presbyterian 
Church: 

The Deacons are going through a long, sometimes diffi-
cult process of how to become more attentive care-
givers for the congregation. As I have prepared for 
the upcoming year of their work and preparation, I 
am filled with joy by all of the possibility. 

The Member Development Team has become a team of 
thought-leaders! We are wrestling with the issues of 
ministry in the twenty-first century to learn how we 
can better serve a constituency not yet present.  I am 
joyful for the frank and lively discourse. 

The work of the Mission Committee brings me joy, espe-
cially the time they are spending meeting with com-
munity partners to learn more about how we can 
better serve Middletown. 

Session meetings often begin with a relevant article about 
church leadership, ministry, or a pressing issue. As 
moderator, I can completely step out of the conver-
sation and listen to the growing wisdom and insight 
filling the room, and I am filled with nothing other 
than joy.  

We need joy to continue of the work of the church for today 
and tomorrow.  

What brings you joy? 

Joyfully, 

Michael 

Joys from Session: 

“Welcoming members and guest to service on Sunday.” 

“Belonging to a church community.” 

“Leading a committee that feels free to disagree, to express 
their heartfelt ideas, and faith that leads to deeper conversa-

“I’ve found joy meeting people, gaining insight about issues I 
would never have realized without these relationships that 
turn into friendships.” 

“Feeling of peace and connection with God when in church – 
it is a special hour in the week not experienced in other set-
tings.” 

“Praying for guidance” 

“Listening” 

“The companionship of alike thinkers. Fulfillment of self to 
help others.” 

“When the response is: “Because that’s what Jesus would want 
me to do” 

“Lisa Kaufer and her love and enthusiasm for our church.” 

“Seeing the ways our members are reaching beyond the walls 
and growing in new ways to serve our Lord and community.” 

“Seeing the ways our members are reaching beyond the walls 

and growing in new ways to serve our Lord and community.” 

Joys from the staff: 

It is a great joy to create inspiring music for worship with the 
loving, caring Sanctuary Choir and terrific music staff. 

It is a great joy to have the fellowship of a Christian family.  

It is a joy to be able to share God’s love daily with people I 
come in contact with.  

It is a joy when you ask the congregation for help and you 
receive so much more than you ever imagined.  

Driving back from Kirkmont, one camper shared with great 

excitement that the staff helped him learn how to swim and he 

passed the swim test! Kirkmont is a highlight of the year for 

many campers and we are grateful for their ministry! 

It has been inspiring and invigorating to meet with people 

from our church and neighboring churches to dream big 

about new ways we might serve youth in our church and 

community. As a neighboring ELCA pastor told us, “I just want 

my kids to know they are not Christian alone, and that there 

are all sorts of other people who share their faith.” 

 We are on budget through the first half of 2018! 

Joy may very well be a feeling of grace, the 

emotion of grace, even the response to grace. 

Joy is that indescribable sense when you find 

yourself experiencing abundant grace.   

– Karoline Lewis 

We are not the judges of faith, but 

the servants of  joy.  
– Jurgen Moltmann 

The theologian who labors without joy is not a 

theologian at all.    -Karl Barth 
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Children Ministries 
Children are always welcome in worship!  Wiggle bags are 
available at each Sanctuary entrance to help children feel 
included and engaged during the worship service. Addi-
tional resources for parents and guardians are also availa-
ble - look for the pinwheel and enjoy! 

A loving, Christian environment is provided year-round 
from 9:45 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. for infants and children up to 
5 years old. Sunday School will resume in September. 

Youth Ministry 
Youth Group gatherings will resume in September. In the 
meantime, we have connected with teams both within our 
congregation and also with neighboring churches to con-
sider ways we might reimagine Youth Ministry in Mid-
dletown by serving collaboratively in response to the 
changing needs of youth today.  

Special thanks to the team that worked together on the Log 
College Project sponsored by Princeton Theological Semi-
nary. Team members included: Mary Brehm, Michael 
Isaacs, Lindsey Jenkins, Devan Jewett, Lisa Kaufer, Steve 
Lane, Barb Nein, Bonnie Saunders, Jessie Walker, Allan 
Smillie, and Darrell Templeton. We are grateful for your 
hard work, creativity, and passion for supporting youth in 
our church and community! 

 

 

 

We hope you are enjoying all the wonderful special music 
this summer! But now it is time that you give serious con-
sideration to which empty choir chair in the chancel has 
your name on it or which station at the handbell table is 
waiting for you to fill it.  There can never be too many 
singers or too many ringers making glorious music for 
God! 

Our very successful Joyful Noize Singers 
and Ringers program continues to minis-
ter to children in grades one through 
eight.  Through the use of Christian mu-
sic and leadership, the children will de-
velop singing and ringing skills with 

handchimes which will be sprinkled with drama activities. 
The leadership consists of Joyce Zigler, Lara Moon and Ja-
net Scott. Joyful Noize is open to children in grades 1-8 
and will begin on Wednesday, September 5, from 4:00-
6:00 p.m.  For detailed information, please see the attached 
flyer and registration form, pick up a brochure from the 
table in the Gathering Area, on the web at fpcmid-
dletown.com. or call Joyce Zigler at 422-6365. 
 
Below are the descriptions, times and dates for each choir.  
See you in September for another exciting year of making 
music!! 
 

VOCAL CHOIRS 
The Joyful Noize Singers and Ringers will meet each 
Wednesday afternoon. This program is for children in 
grades one through eight. 

The Sanctuary Choir is offered to all adults who love to 
sing. The rehearsals are each Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. 
Sanctuary Choir is open to everyone who loves to sing 
from ninth grade to 90 years-old. 

The Sanctuary Octet is drawn from the Sanctuary Choir 
and sings and rehearses as needed. 

HANDBELL CHOIR 
The Renaissance Ringers is open to high school students 
and adults who are able to read music notes and rhythms.  
The group will meet on Wednesdays at 6:15 p.m. We will 
be meeting in 6 separate blocks of 4 to 5 rehearsal times to 
prepare for worship services and special events through-
out the season from October through May. 

Instrumentalists are youth and adults who would like to 
play solos, play in ensembles, or would like to accompany 
the praise music. Anyone who is interested should contact 
Joyce Zigler at 422-6365. 

Christian Education and Faith Formation 

Music Notes 

FALL PREVIEW OF CHOIR REHEARSALS 

 

Lara Moon, Director of Children’s Choir           Margaret Chambers, Worship Pianist 

Janet Scott, Director of Handbells           Joyce Zigler, Director of Sanctuary Choir, Sanctuary Octet, organist 

CHOIR AGES 
REHEARSAL 

DAY 

REHEARSAL 

TIME 

STARTING 

DATE 
Joyful Noize Grades 1-8 Wednesday     4:00 p.m. September 5 

Sanctuary Choir Adults Wednesday 7:30 p.m. September 5 

Renaissance Ringers High School to Adults Tuesday 7:00 p.m. October 3 
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01…….Carl Fiora 
03…….Crawford Williams 
03…….Norma Nossokoff 
03…….Mary Fondersmith 
03…….Mick Susco 
05…….Lynne Mack 
05…….Rebecca Staley 
06…….Ruth Sauer 
06…….Mildred Miller 
06…….Donna Chaney 
07…….Brady Newlin 
11…….Evie Earls 
16…….Lindsey Jenkins 
17…….Dorothy Morehead 
18…….Barb Alder 
18…….Sonny Bach 
19…….Bill Bursk 

19…….Sam Ryan 
20…….Pat Hathaway 
20…….Pat Kienlen 
22…….Nancy Fraunfelter 
23…….Emily Pheanis 
23…….Linda Begley 
30…….Darrell Templeton 
30…….Scott Kerr 
 
 
 

Men’s Monthly Meeting 
The Men’s Monthly Meeting is an op-
portunity to get together and socialize 
over a meal outside the church. You’re 
welcome to join them on Tuesday, August 14, at the 
Clubhouse Sports Grille, 250 N. Main Street in Monroe at 
5:30 p.m.  

 
 

The Spinning Fork 
ATTENTION: ALL CHURCH GALS  

AND FRIENDS!  
We will be taking a break for the summer. 

The next time we will meet will be on August 21. 
 
 
 

We extend Christian Love and Sympathy to 
the family of. . . 

. . . Loyce Martin, who died on June 15. 

. . .Don Burns, who died on June 28. 

The deacons are asking you to 

sign up for Fellowship Hour. 

Hosts typically bring homemade 

sweets, cheese cubes, or fruit. 

Miscellaneous salty snacks are 

always stocked in the kitchen. 

Please keep it simple.  Please see Mary Brehm with any 

questions or call the church office. There will be a sign-

up in the Gathering Area by the elevator. 

 

MISSION NOTES 

It is our 27th year for our Back to School Mission and 
providing assistance to students in Middletown.  

We will once again be assisting 60 students at Highview 
with their school supplies & also providing supplies for 
the entire STEM program.  STEM is Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. The 
students get really excited in learning this way & it is 
through the generous contributions of our congregation 
that they can benefit by this program. 

We are able to buy supplies in bulk this year and get a 
good discount. The Highview teachers and principal are 
requesting a sling back backpack and we will also buy 
those in bulk. 

Our goal is to raise a total of $2800 which should cover 
cost of backpacks, school, and STEM supplies. 

 A guideline for contributions is $30.00.  But any 
amount is greatly appreciated. 

Please make checks out to the church and mark them 
Back to School Mission. These may be sent to the church 
office or placed in the offering plate. 

We will dedicate these on Sunday. August 26, and deliv-
er the supplies August 27. 

Thank you for your continued support of this very im-
portant mission. 

 

August Birthdays! 

Congratulations on the birth of. . . 

. . . Henry James David Hamilton, on July 14, to Amy 
and Jon Hamilton. The proud great-grandparents are 
Don and Carol Burns and Mary Jo Burns. 

 

Gihani and I would like to thank every-

one for the shower. We are so delighted 

to have helped raise over $1200 for the 

Parent Resource Center at the Sonny 

Hill Community Center. It is such a 

blessing to serve this church and be your pastor . 

Warmly, 

Michael 

Looking For a Manual  
Typewriter!!! 

 
It’s true.  We need an old manual  
typewriter for the Organ Benefit 

Concert in November. 
The keys need to make the 

“clacking noise”  
but do not need the ability to actually print letters. 

If you are the proud possessor of one of these  
typewriters and would be willing to loan it, 
 please call Joyce Zigler at 513-422-6365. 
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Michael Isaacs, Pastor/Head of Staff 
Joyce Zigler, Director of Music 
Lisa Kaufer, Director of Faith Formation 
Kathy Harris, Administrative Assistant 
Sandy Fisher, Secretary 
Bob Lawwill, Custodian 
Cheryl Jarbo, Custodian 
Margaret Chambers, Pianist 
Lara Moon, Director of Children Choir 
Janet Scott, Director of Handbells 
Paula Elliott, Dir. of Kindergarten Readiness 
Kim Flesher, Pre-K Teacher 
 

 

Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.  

Friday—9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 

Website: www.fpcmiddletown.com 

August Worship Services  

Sunday, August 5 
Communion 

“Hangry for God” 
John 6:35, 41-51 

Music by the Moon Family 
 

Sunday, August 12 
“Imitating God” 

Ephesians 4:26-5:2 
Music by Cyndi Zopff and Tara Downie 

Vocal duet 
 

Sunday, August 19 
Guest preacher Dr. David Hawley 
1 Kings 2:10-12 & John 5:51-58 
Music by Tom Sobieski, violinist  

 

Sunday, August 26 
Guest preacher Rev. Terry Kukuk 

1 Kings 8:1, 6, 10-11 & John 6:56-69 
Music by the Sanctuary Octet 

 

Sunday, September 2 
Elders Lynne Mack, Barb Nein, 

and Tim Rudd 
Music by Gregg Clark 

Our Mission 

...to SHARE the good news 

...to NURTURE the Spirit 

...to SERVE members and neighbors  


