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Dear friends, 

Throughout Lent, I have been inviting us to get our faith out of our heads and into our 
bodies by employing our five senses while reading scripture together. One of the goals of 
this approach during Lent is to invite us to pay attention to the world around us, and 

hopefully develop a sense of place where we live, move, and have our being. 

The map you see was created at our congregational retreat last month. The maps show where people at 
the retreat spend their time each week in Middletown (feel free to add your own route.) Overwhelmingly, 
our routes took us up and down Central from the Church to Breiel Blvd., Cincinnati-Dayton, and US 122. 
The facilitator invited us into a new Lenten practice, and I would like to invite you to do the same. 

Find a space on this map that is unmarked, and go there. Be attentive to what you notice—what do you 
see, smell, and hear? What can you touch? Is there any taste associated with that place? Are any of these 
different from where you typically spend your time? Why? You may want to jot down your observations. 

My hope for this exercise is that we become more aware about the place we inhabit so that we can be 
more responsive to God. I believe this is an essential practice for a church that desires to look more out-
ward and become more focused serving God where we live. 

Grace and peace, 
Michael 
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Youth Ministries  

Wednesday night Youth Group meets each week, 6:00 – 
7:30 p.m. in the Youth Room for students in grades 6-12, 
dinner provided. (Note: Youth Group will not meet during 
Middletown's Spring Break on Wednesday, April 12.) 

Children Ministries 
Children are always welcome in worship! Wiggle bags are 
available at each Sanctuary entrance to help children feel 
included and engaged during the worship service. We pro-
vide a loving, Christian environment for infants and chil-
dren up to 5 years old in our Nursery/Preschool Room every 
Sunday, from 9:45 – 11:15 a.m.  This month, Sunday School 
(children ages 6-12) meets following Circle Time, in the 
Godly Play Room on April 9, 16, 23, and 30.  Children will 
be dismissed in the Gathering Area following worship. 
 

Come ROME with us this summer! 
We look forward to a new adventure with Vacation Bible 
School this summer! Mark your calendar for an inter-
generational Wednesday evening format: 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
July 12, 19, 26, and August 2. We will travel to Rome and 
learn about Paul and the Underground Church! This is a 
journey for all ages. For more information about the many 
opportunities to participate, contact Lisa Kaufer. Also, plan 
to visit the ROME information station in the Gathering Area 
following worship on April 2, 9, and 16! 

Adult Ministries 

Tuesday morning Bible Study will focus on the great ends of 
the church, which provide guidance for the church as faith-
ful expressions of the Christian gospel and as what God calls 
the church to be and do.  
 
April 18: the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of 
humankind; 
April 25: the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the 
children of God; 
May 2: the maintenance of divine worship; 
May 9:  the preservation of the truth; 
May 16: the promotion of social righteousness; 
May 23: and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the 
world. 
 
We will loosely follow a study guide from the Being Re-
formed series written by Joseph Small. 
 
Sunday Night Live meets at 7:00 p.m. at the home of Paula 
and Jay Cohen. Everyone is welcome.  Call Paula at 423-
4443 or Barb Alder at 360-7424 for more information. We 
will not meet on Easter Sunday. 
 

He is Lord and ev’ry knee will bow 
and ev’ry tongue confess: 

He is Lord and His Kingdom shall stand 
in truth and righteousness. 

He is Lord, He is Lord! 
from “The Days of Christ” by Craig Courtney 

                                                                   
We look forward to continuing our journey through Lent 
with special music on communion Sunday, the excitement 
and drama of Holy Week, and some very special guests the 
Sunday after Easter.   

We are always working to bring new and exciting experi-
ences to our worship services.  The following note from 
Diana McVay has brought us a new opportunity. 

“Last spring a friend and I were discussing church mu-
sic.  She mentioned how much she enjoyed a young gospel 
pianist, Timothy Noble, who played and sang during a re-
cent service and concert at her church.  She gave me a 
brochure about him, told me to listen to him on You Tube, 
and said she thought he'd be someone we should invite to 
participate in one of our worship services.  I was very im-
pressed with what I saw and heard on You Tube so I 
shared his information with Joyce and the Worship and 
Music Team. I'm very excited about and looking forward 
to Timothy being with us in worship.” 

 

You will definitely want to mark Sunday, April 23, on your 
calendar.  Our worship service will be led by the incredi-
bly talented Timothy Noble, who is an 18-year-old gospel 
pianist.  He and his family will grace our service with the 
wonderful message of Easter through their beautiful mu-
sic.  Timothy’s music ministry has expanded so much that 
he is now presenting over 80 concerts a year. Timothy’s 
desire in sharing his music is to bring honor and glory to 
God while encouraging and uplifting Christians.  If you 
would like to get a preview of Timothy’s music, please go 
to www.timothynobleplayspiano.com. 

SAVE the DATE!!   

 

Community Benefit Concert 

Featuring the combined vocal  

& handbell choirs of 

 

First Baptist, First Presbyterian,  

First Methodist &  

St. Luke United Presbyterian Churches 

Sunday, May 21, 2017 

3:00 P.M. 

First Baptist Church Sanctuary 

Proceeds to benefit Shared Harvest  

 
 

Christian Education and Faith Formation 

Music Notes 

http://www.timothynobleplayspiano.com
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01…….Linda Fiora 
01…….Alex Alder 
01…….James Fields 
02…….Diana McVay 
04…….Betty Gay Earls 
05…….Polly Lorenz 
07…….Beckie Rudd 
10…….Mary Sue Edwards 
10…….Diane Norton 
11…….Jerry Gump 
13…….Scott Nein 
14…….Emily Sams 
15…….Stephen Wilson 
17…….Dale Kohler 

18…….Sandy Wertz 
19…….Ginger Seamon 
20…….Carrie Kienlen 
21…….Peter Seifert 
21…….Tricia Neeley 
23…….Chris Higham 
24…….Jane Ruscher 
24…….Simon Kiniyalocts 
25…….John Combs 
27…….Lindsay Becker 
28…….Bonnie Scott 
28…….David Newlin 
29…….Doralene Long 
30…….Bill Stitzel 

While you do your spring cleaning, be 
sure to make a pile of things to bring to 
our annual Rummage Sale which will be 
held Saturday, May 13.  We have some 
changes this year.  Since clothing sales 
have been down, we are asking you to take 
your clothes to the Clothing Depot at the 
Episcopal Church.  Ask Letitia Curless for 

their hours. Secondly, we will be accepting small items of 
furniture.  Of course, we are taking linens, housewares, 
tools and sporting goods, toys, decorative items, books, 
and whatever else you have lurking in your base-
ment. Call Sandi Templeton 424-1157 or  
Paula Cohen 423-4443 if you can volunteer to help or 
with any questions.  

April Birthdays! 

Men’s Monthly Meeting 
The Men’s Monthly Meeting is an opportunity to get to-
gether and socialize over a meal outside the church. 
You’re welcome to join them on Tuesday, 
April 11, at the Clubhouse Sports Grille, 
250 N. Main Street in Monroe at 5:30 
p.m.  

 
 

Ladies @ LaRosa’s 
ATTENTION: ALL CHURCH GALS  

AND FRIENDS!  
You are invited to a fun and casual evening at  
LaRosa’s Pizzaria, 4900 Roosevelt Boulevard 

on  
Tuesday,  April 18, at 6:30 p.m.  

 

We Celebrate the birth of . . 

. . . Maxwell Eugene Hensler, born on March 17, to 

Matt and Emily Hensler. The proud grandparents are Irene 

Herrmann and Marty and Evelyn Hensler and great-

grandmother, Polly Lorenz. 

 
Thursday, April 13, Maundy Thursday: The early 
church gathered around a meal for worship just like 
the disciples did with Jesus on Maundy Thursday. We 
will incorporate prayers, the Sanctuary Choir, scrip-
ture, and other liturgical elements into a shared meal 
together at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Call the office 
for reservations or sign the pew pads. 

One Great Hour of Sharing: As we approach Easter, we 
will collect a special offering on Easter Sunday for One 
Great Hour of Sharing. This offering is a Christian    
effort to empower, provide water, supply food, and give 
relief from disasters. Learn more at http://
specialofferings.pcusa.org/oghs 

From the Finance Office - February results: 

                                 YTD                  Budget 

Income                 $71,898 $386,500 

Expenses              $63,697             $416,229 

 

Good Friday Service 
Please join us on Good Friday, April 14, at Second Bap-
tist Church, 116 S Verity Pkwy, at 6:30 p.m. The mes-
sage will be on The Seven Last Words. Michael will 
speak on “Paradise.”  

 

April Worship Services  
 
 

Sunday, April 2 
Communion 

Rev. Isaacs will preach 
Music by the Sanctuary Choir 

Gregg Clark, guitar, Suzanne Edwards, flute,  
& Sam Moon, trumpet 

 
HOLY WEEK 

Sunday, April 9 
Palm/Passion Sunday 

Music by the Sanctuary Choir,  
Joyful Noize, Renaissance Ringers 

Easter Egg Hunt 
in the courtyard following worship 

 
Thursday, April 13  

6:30 pm 
Maundy Thursday Communion Service 

in Fellowship Hall 
Shared communion meal 

Music by the Sanctuary Choir 
 

Sunday, April 16  
Easter Celebration Service 

Music by the Sanctuary Choir  
and Brass Quartet  

 
Sunday, April 23  

Music by Timothy Noble, gospel pianist, 
& the Noble family 

 
Sunday, April 30  

Music by the Sanctuary Choir 

 

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/oghs
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/oghs
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Michael Isaacs, Pastor/Head of Staff 
Joyce Zigler, Director of Music 
Lisa Kaufer, Director of Faith Formation 
Kathy Harris, Administrative Assistant 
Sandy Fisher, Secretary 
Bob Lawwill, Custodian 
Cheryl Jarbo, Custodian 
Margaret Chambers, Pianist 
Lara Moon, Director of Children and Youth Choirs 
Janet Scott, Director of Handbells 
Paula Elliott, Dir. of Kindergarten Readiness 
Kim Flesher, Pre-K Teacher 
 

 

Office Hours 
Monday – Friday 8:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  

 

Website: www.fpcmiddletown.com 

Our Mission 

...to SHARE the good news 

...to NURTURE the Spirit 

...to SERVE members and neighbors  

Rosa Parks Update 

I recently paid a visit to Rosa Parks Elementary 
School and had the opportunity to speak with Joy 
Caruthers. She is a remarkable woman who, alt-
hough looking forward to her retirement at the 
end of May, continues to serve the families of Rosa 
Parks with compassion and energy.  

I was able to obtain a list of products needed to 
stock her supply shelf, and told her I would pass 
this on to our members. Thank you for all that you 
have done in the past and continue to do for these 
children.  -Dianne Gerber 

Supplies needed: dish detergent, shampoo, deodor-
ant, socks, and 1½” binders. 


