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When Does Easter End? 

Have you seen an appearance of 
the resurrected Christ? If so, you 
know that Easter never really ends. 

We celebrate Easter for fifty days because Jesus 
appears to his disciples and others during the 
span of these fifty days in Luke and Acts. For the 
Christian though, our whole lives become shaped 
by these fifty days. 

This is the reason we make the Easter pronounce-
ment with some funky grammar. Our Easter 
greeting is “Christ is risen.” We don’t say “Christ 
has risen.” Resurrection is present now; resurrec-
tion is our present tense. Jesus is resurrection. If it 
is one week later, we can faithfully say Christ is 
Risen! One month from now, we can faithfully 

say Christ is Risen! A decade from now, we can 

faithfully say Christ is Risen! 

Resurrection is our present tense. Our whole 
lives—the whole mission of the church—is to 
make this announcement over and over again. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen, indeed. Amen. 

Warmly, 

Michael 

 

April Worship Services  

Sunday, April 1 
Easter 

Music by the Sanctuary Choir 
Brass Quartet 

 
Sunday, April 8 

Guest preacher Rev. Sarah Sparks-Franklin  
Music by Tara Downie, soloist  

 
Sunday, April 15 

Music by the Sanctuary Choir  
 

Sunday, April 22  
Guest preacher Rev. Dr. Jacqueline Nowak 

Music by Sanctuary Choir 
Renaissance Ringers  

 
Sunday, April 29  

Music by the Sanctuary Choir 

 

What’s another word for “volunteer”? 

Perhaps “disciple” or “shepherd” or “faithful servant”? The 
word “volunteer” seems to suggest one is “signing up” for a 
responsibility with a defined beginning and end. In the 
church, we make promises with each and every baptism. 
These promises are everlasting and unconditional. Suddenly 
the words “volunteer with Sunday School or Vacation Bible 
School” seem very small (still very important!) as we pic-
ture God’s BIG idea for this living covenant we share with 
God and one another. These promises are meant to be faith 
in action - faith lived and shared in community, from the 
very youngest to the very eldest, every single day. 

“We promise to guide and nurture these children by word 
and deed, with love and prayer and to encourage each 

child to know and follow Christ and to be faithful members 
of Christ's Church.” 

Echoing Pastor Michael’s recent sermon exploring faith as a 
verb, what happens when you read the baptismal vows 
above by replacing each verb with “faith”? 

By “faithing” our living baptismal vows, it becomes clearer 
that with every breath and with every step, God calls each 
of us to actively live out these promises unconditionally and 
always. Yes, God grants each of us with unique gifts and 
talents. With that in mind, how are we “faithing” these 
gifts and talents with each child of God, encouraging them 
to know and follow Christ and grow into their own disci-
pleship as faithful servants in Christ’s church today, and in 
the days to come? 

As the Body of Christ serving together in this shared minis-
try, it is my hope we always remember our living baptismal 
vows. By nurturing a “safe faith space”, physically and 
emotionally, may people feel invited to “wonder” and 
“wander” together with love and prayer. By developing 
community, may we equip individuals and families to share 
their faith, by word and deed, at home and in daily living. 
By instilling the values of life-long learning and disciple-
ship, may we encourage each child of God to know and 
follow Christ and be faithful members of Christ’s church. 

Care to dream with me? How might we, as a congregation, 
shift our thinking from “volunteering” to “faithing?” How 
might we deepen our participation in our living baptismal 
covenant with each child of God, from the very youngest to 
the very eldest? 

Lisa Kaufer 
Director of Faith Formation 
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Children's Ministries 

Children are always welcome in worship!  Wiggle 
bags are available at each Sanctuary entrance to 

help children feel included and engaged during the worship 
service. Additional resources for parents and guardians are 
also available - look for the pinwheel and enjoy! 

This month, Sunday School (children ages 6-12) meets fol-
lowing Circle Time in the Godly Play Room on April 8, 15, 
22, 29.  Children will be dismissed in the Gathering Area fol-
lowing worship.   

A loving, Christian environment is provided year-round from 
9:45 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. for infants and children up to 5 years 
old. 

From the Director of Faith Formation 
As the Body of Christ serving together in this shared ministry, it 
is my hope we will fulfill our baptismal vows: 

by nurturing a “safe faith space”, physically and emotional-
ly, where people feel invited to “wonder” and “wander” 
together with love and prayer; 

by developing community and equipping individuals and 
families to share their faith, by word and deed, at home 
and in daily living; and, 

by instilling the values of life-long learning and discipleship, 
thereby encouraging each child of God to know and 
follow Christ and be faithful members of his church. 

Highlights from 2017: 

Supported the ongoing work of the Christian Education 
Committee with deep gratitude for this team of passion-

ate, creative, and faith-nurturing stewards! 

Led Sunday School Classes throughout the year utilizing 
Godly Play stories and materials. 

Periodically offered “Circle Time with the Young Disciples” 
in worship. 

Served as a Preschool chaperone for holiday visits to The 
Woodlands. 

Shared adventures with the Youth Group, and began a new 
Wednesday evening worship service for all ages. 

Co-preached “95 Dreams” with Rev. Michael Isaacs on 
Reformation Sunday. 

I am deeply grateful for opportunities to engage with other min-
istry leaders, worship, study, reflect, and grow in my personal 
relationship with God.  I also love dreaming about what adven-

tures may lie ahead for faith formation at FPC!  Growing oppor-
tunities in 2017: 

Participated in the Arts, Recreation, and Worship Confer-
ence in Montreat in May. 

Served on the Planning Team for the 2017 Montreat Youth 
Conference. 

Served as Co-Director for the 2019 Montreat Youth Confer-
ence. 

Met regularly with ministry leaders from Middletown, the 
Presbytery of Miami Valley, and the Presbytery of Cin-
cinnati to share ideas, ask questions, and seek ways to 
support one another in our individual ministries.  

In closing, I must express my deep gratitude for this shared jour-
ney in ministry and friendship.  I truly delight in “wondering 
and wandering” with you, learning from you, dreaming with 

you, and serving with you! Lisa Kaufer, Director of Faith 

Christian Education and Faith Formation 

Music Notes 

Christ is risen, alleluia!   
Christ is risen, alleluia! 

Risen from the dead, risen as he said,  
risen, he is risen, Christ is risen, alleluia! 

                    from “Forth He Came at Easter” by Allen Pote 
                                                                   

May the glorious sounds of the music continue to inspire you and lift up God’s grace during the Easter season.                                    
Joyce Zigler, Director of Music Ministries 
 

                                                            SAVE the DATE!!   
 

Sunday, April 22 

3:00 p.m. 

First Baptist Church Sanctuary 

 

Repair, Renew, Rejoice! 

Everyone is invited to an afternoon of great music! 
 

Organ Benefit Concert 

(For renovations to the First Baptist pipe organ) 

 

Featuring local organists and guest musicians 

performing a variety of music 
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01…….Linda Fiora 
01…….Alex Alder 
01…….James Fields 
02…….Diana McVay 
04…….Betty Gay Earls 
05…….Polly Lorenz 
07…….Beckie Rudd 
10…….Mary Sue Edwards 
10…….Diane Norton 
11…….Jerry Gump 
13…….Scott Nein 
14…….Emily Sams 
15…….Stephen Wilson 
17…….Dale Kohler 

18…….Sandy Wertz 
20…….Carrie Kienlen 
21…….Peter Seifert 
21…….Tricia Neeley 
23…….Chris Higham 
24…….Jane Ruscher 
24…….Simon Kiniyalocts 
25…….John Combs 
27…….Lindsay Becker 
28…….Bonnie Scott 
28…….David Newlin 
29…….Doralene Long 
30…….Bill Stitzel 
 

Clarifications to the Annual Report from March 18 

Page 20 has been clarified that the Memorial Room 
renovations were made possible because of gen-
erous contributions from people throughout the 
congregation, including Don and Margaret 
Chambers. 

The first part of Lisa Kaufer’s report on page 13 of the 

Annual Report was missing! You will find it on 
page 2. 

April Birthdays! 

Men’s Monthly Meeting 
The Men’s Monthly Meeting is an opportunity to get to-
gether and socialize over a meal outside the church. 
You’re welcome to join them on Tues-
day, April 10, at the Clubhouse Sports 
Grille, 250 N. Main Street in Monroe 
at 5:30 p.m.  

 
 

Ladies Night Out 
ATTENTION: ALL CHURCH GALS  

AND FRIENDS!  

You are invited to a fun  

and casual evening at  

The Spinning Fork, 2220 N. Verity Pkwy on  

Tuesday, April 17, at 6:00 p.m.  

 

Congratulation on the birth of. . . 

 

 Anna Grace Perkins, born on March 9, to David 
and Kim Perkins. Proud grandparent are Tim and 
Sharon Perkins. 

 Martin Anthony Chaney, born on March 15, to 
Matthew and Monica Chaney. The proud grand-
parents are Tony and Donna Chaney. 

 E’Zarryiah Vinalynn-Lee Jernigan, born on March 
20, to Eric and Ashley Jernigan. The proud great-
grandmother is Bonnie Saunders. 

Fellowship Hour: Please sign-up in the Gathering Area 
to host Fellowship Hour. We have open Sundays. Check 
the sign-up sheets on the bulletin board close to the 
elevator door. 

 

Pastor Michael will be swapping pulpits with the Rev. 
Sarah Sparks-Franklin from Covenant Presbyterian 
Church in Springboro on Sunday, April 8. Both will be 
revisiting their Easter sermons. 

 

Submitted by Diana McVay from September, 1966 Pres-
byNews by Irv W. Emmons. 
 

Praying and Kicking 
 

There is a story that is told of the artist, Burne-Jones, 
who once came upon a little girl who was weeping bit-
terly. When he asked her what was wrong, she moaned, 
“Somebody has gone out there and set traps in the bush-
es for the birds.” “And what have you done about it?” 
asked the artist. “I have prayed that none of the birds 
will go near the traps,” said the child. Then, after a long 
pause, she sobbed, “And I have prayed that if any did, 
the traps would not work!” There was another long 
pause after which she added, “And just a few minutes 

ago, I went out there and kicked the traps to pieces!” 
 
Perhaps this is a kind of parable for us in times such as 
these. Certainly no sensible and committed Christian 
would ever deny that there is a real place for prayer in 
the presence of the issues of our times. Indeed, without 
prayer we could well lose our sense of moral and spir-
itual perspective. But we need to be reminded that there 
is a real place for “kicking” in the Christian life. If, as 
Christians, we are concerned about what happens in the 
life of our church, community, nation, and world, cer-
tainly these are legitimate areas for prayer. But they are 
also areas for action. They are the areas of life in which 
we are called upon to speak up and to act in terms of 
what we believe and what we stand for. 
 
It may well be that one of the great tragedies of our time 
is that too few of us do anything about the issues and 
problems for which we pray. We pray for the coming of 
God’s Kingdom. We pray for world peace, for racial jus-
tice, for integrity in government, for a better communi-
ty, and a stronger church. But do we do very much 
about it? 
 
Friend, have you kicked any traps lately? 
 
Irv W. Emmons 

The Rummage Sale for 
2018 has been canceled. 
Save your items for May, 
2019. 
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Pastors Report from 2017 Annual Report 

 
Two important ingredients of vibrant congregations are: (1) spiritual care, nourishment, and growth, and (2) a commit-
ment to build ministries that are outward-looking, seeking relationship with the community. This is seen as part of the 
Church’s mission to exhibit the kingdom of God on earth. These two aspects of congregational ministry have received a 
significant amount of my time and energy this past year. Here are two questions I have asked to aid me in this work. 
 

The first question is: How do we increase our capacity for spiritual nourishment and care-giving? 
 
My hope for every person in this congregation is that you are strengthened in faith and grow in your discipleship of Jesus 
Christ. We have no other reason to exist. A part of this is that we must learn to care for one another as the Body of Christ. 
We are one.  We are given opportunities to be strengthened in worship. Bible study, fellowship, prayer, and care for one 
another. 

 
This means that we are called to care for one another. One of the ways I have been trying to respond to this question is 
by equipping our deacons to be attentive and responsive to the care-giving and compassion needs of our congregation. It 
is a challenge, and it is absolutely worth it.  
 
One of the temptations is for the church to think that we are strengthened for ourselves. This turns us to looking inward 
again and leads us to a spiritual atrophy. Faith isn’t about us, even when it strengthens us. Faith strengthens and leads us 
to a love of God and love of neighbor. The Church has been commissioned as the body of Christ to continue the life and 
ministry of Jesus today, just as Jesus served in Galilee.  

 

The second question is: How are we strengthening our relationships with our community? 
 
Vital congregations face outward instead of inward.  Internal problems are much easier to solve than the problems of the 
world, so sometimes churches focus more on their problems than the world’s problems. We must grapple with problems 
beyond our walls as ambassadors of Jesus Christ.  
 
There are positive signs in our willingness to strengthen these relationships. It was humbling to host the Middletown 
MLK service this January. I am proud of the mission committee. They have been inviting community leaders and stake-
holders to their meetings just to listen to their needs and challenges. The entire Session held a meeting at Senior Connec-
tions so that we could be a part of a faith forum on the opioid epidemic. What I am encouraged about is that not all of 
these were my ideas, rather I am starting to see a shift in who we imagine ourselves to be as the body of Christ in the 
world.  

 
We must continue to keep asking these first two questions. It is only bad news when congregations don’t keep asking 
these questions with openness and curiosity. Now that I feel like we are taking these questions seriously, I am confident 
in asking a more challenging, even more pressing question.  

 
The next question is: How do we prepare for a future constituency not yet present? 
 
Sometimes we want to skip the first two questions and only ask this one.  I am working with session to form a special 
team to ask this question throughout the next year. My hope is that by asking this question we start to refine and clarify 
our sense of purpose, mission, and vision. I want us to better understand the impact of our ministry so that we can talk 
about it more freely and openly. Some of the questions this team can ask visitors and friends are: Why are you here? 
What are you looking for? How can we aid you in your walk with God? 
 
Then we can start exploring possibilities and recommendations on how to prepare ourselves to be hospitable and accom-
pany seekers in our community as they strive to walk alongside God. Then we start to see our willingness to respond to 
the first two questions pay-off. 
 
I am so excited to be asking this question this coming year, and I hope we can all respond with openness, curiosity, and 
imagination. Please join us in this journey. 

 

In Christ, 
 

Michael Isaacs, pastor 
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Michael Isaacs, Pastor/Head of Staff 
Joyce Zigler, Director of Music 
Lisa Kaufer, Director of Faith Formation 
Kathy Harris, Administrative Assistant 
Sandy Fisher, Secretary 
Bob Lawwill, Custodian 
Cheryl Jarbo, Custodian 
Margaret Chambers, Pianist 
Lara Moon, Director of Children and Youth Choirs 
Janet Scott, Director of Handbells 
Paula Elliott, Dir. of Kindergarten Readiness 
Kim Flesher, Pre-K Teacher 
 

 

Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m. 

Friday 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
 

Website: www.fpcmiddletown.com 

Our Mission 

...to SHARE the good news 

...to NURTURE the Spirit 

...to SERVE members and neighbors  

Rev. Dr. Jaqueline Nowak will be our guest preacher on Sunday, 

April 22. Jackie is the founder of the Blessing Center. She re-

cently retired as Associate Pastor at Southminster Presbyterian 

Church in Centerville. She previously served as the Associate 

Executive for Pastoral Care in the Presbytery of Miami Valley. 

Sunday Night Live will meet Sundays, April 8 and 29, at 

7:00 p.m. at the home of Jay and Paula Cohen. We will 

continue the video series, “Jesus and His Jewish Influ-

ences”  looking at the Dead Sea Scrolls through the reign 

of Herod the Great.   

Tuesday Morning Bible Study: The Bible Study group will 
be reading the Gospel of John together. Known as the 
“Fourth Gospel”, John’s storytelling and content is unique 
from the Synoptic Gospels. Join us at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Youth Room.  


