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This little meditation was inspired by a Bible studgd some years ago based on the
scriptural image of God as a potter (Jeremiah 18 and Rofjaamong other passages), and
also on the biblical story of the Flood (Genesis 6-9).

A potter takes a lump of wet clay, soft and pliablel begins to form it into a shape. As she

works it, taking off some clay here, adding some théegradually becomes rounded.

Perhaps it will be a bowl. With great skill the pottemhs the vessel. Its sides flare
pleasingly. The wall is thin and even. She adds a neckmrahd it becomes a vase, beautifully shaped. When she is
satisfied with the shape she allows it to dry, thessfit in the kiln. It cools. The potter thinks that thexfas very good,
but it is plain and unadorned. It needs some color andiyasibe chooses a glaze and applies it, then fires tleeagmsn.
This time it comes out of the kiln an object of greatubganot only in form but also in its variety of colosmme subtle
and some striking. She looks at her creation and thittks,very good. | love it!”

But then the potter notices that the vessel has a ftasvnot perfect. But now it cannot be changed. For a time she
considers destroying it and trying again. But as she labktsshe cannot bring herself to do that. Even thouigh it
flawed, still she loves it. It is her creation, the woflher hands and heart, and she will treasure it always.

Sunday Morning andTuesday Morning Bible Studyare studying topics from our “Year of the
Bible” readings. Here are the topics for February:
- Tuesday, February 7, and Sunday, February 12: the Exodus (Exa8)safd the Passion
Narrative (Matthew 26-27).
Tuesday, February 14: Psalms 8 and 19; and PentecostL(&}ts

Sunday, February 19: The Law (Exodus 20-21 and Leviticus 1-3, HlPemecost (Acts 1-2) gtlll; cli;

Tuesday, February 21: The Law (Exodus 20-21 and Leviticus 1-3aid Yhe Early Church

(Acts 5-8)

Sunday, February 26, and Tuesday, February 28: Psalm 23; affélash(Acts 9-14)
Everyone is welcome to come to either class at any tim&uddays we meet at 9:00 a.m. in the Galloway Room and on
Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Youth Room.

Our Lenten Lunchesbegin at noon on Wednesday, February 29, in Fellowship Glatlfirst speaker will

be our own Pastor Tim Doty. Tim’s topic will be “Comsption, Confession, Compassion—Observing Lent

with Jesus.” It will be based on the story of Jesus’ tatigns, Matthew 4:1-11. Come and enjoy a fine

soup lunch and good fellowship. Our speaker on Wednesday, Manéh be the Rev. Dave Jackson,

pastor at Central Presbyterian Church in Dayton, amddioAssociate Pastor here at First Presbyterian.
Lenten Dave’s topic will be “Fishers of People” — Fishing andmgyelism have a lot in common. Come and
Lunches  discover how you might become fishers of people. Pleasetimagew pad on Sunday mornings, or call

the church office at 422-6365 for reservations.
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Session Notes l

Your Session met for their first meeting of 2012 on January
19. Darrell Templeton opened the meeting with a
devotional centering on the SHALOM program and with
prayer. The minutes for the December 15 meeting were
approved, along with the Clerk’s Report.

The working group on children in the life of the church
reported on the meeting that was held on January 14.
Attendance at the meeting was very good. Many excellent
ideas were offered for all areas of church life, including
church school, music, worship, fellowship, outreach and
suggestions that cut across various areas. Just a couple of
examples are: helping to prepare children for participation
in the Lord’s Supper; including children and youth
regularly as ushers, greeters and worship assistants; a
Sunday morning class for youth; father/son and
mother/daughter events; making greater use of social
media. There were many other suggestions. These were
compiled and handed out to Session members and staff for
consideration by committees. The committees will then
report back to Session in February and then there will be a
follow-up meeting of the working group on February 25.
Copies of the report are available in the office for those
who would like to read the full report. Session thanked Pat
Hathaway, Bill Triick and Nancy Peterson for organizing
and conducting the meeting.

Pat Hathaway reported for the Member Development
Committee that there was a good turnout for both the
Euchre Night and Gal's Gathering at the Garden. A Movie
and Pizza night is being planned for Friday, February 24.

The Mission Committee reported on their plans for
supporting mission projects from the Mission Support Fund
in 2012. Since our Pre-Kindergarten Readiness Program is
now funded from mission funds rather than the operating
budget, it was necessary to make cuts in mission spending.
For 2012 our pledge for unified mission giving to our
presbytery, synod and the General Assembly will be
$9,600, down from the $17,000 that we have given for
many years past. We will continue to support Presbyterian
missionaries in Turkey and Zambia through the
Presbyterian Outreach Foundation, along with several other
local, national and international mission projects.

Carol Burns reported for the Music and Worship
Committee that the Alice Lloyd College Choir will present
a concert at First Presbyterian on Friday, March 16. The
concert will be in memory of the late Townsell Marshall,
an Alice Lloyd graduate and long time member of the
board of directors of the college. Carol appealed for help
housing the approximately 30 students who will be with us.
There is more information on how you can help with this
elsewhere in this newsletter.

Scott Walker reported for Administration and Personnel
that the Personnel Policies Manual and the Child Abuse
Prevention Policy are under review for any needed
changes. Bill Bursk reported for the Deacons that the
Christmas Basket program was a success and that Dinners
for Eight (more or less) is also going well.

Kathy Harris reported for the Trustees that the church
ended the year 2011 in good financial condition. At year
end there was a budget surplus of $27,829. Of this, about
$6,000 was used to give the staff year end bonuses of 3%.
$4,500 will go to the Special Projects Fund to repay a
“loan” to the Mission Support Fund, and the remainder will
go to the Contingency Fund. The 2011 budget for Building
and Grounds, which comes from our Endowment Fund, had
a year-end remainder of $13,892, which will be rolled over
into the 2012 Building and Grounds budget. Repairs to our
building’s slate roof are scheduled to begin the last week in
January, and repairs are currently being made to the drains
in the Community Room to deal with recent flooding.

Nancy Peterson reported on a called meeting of the Miami
Valley Presbytery on January 12 to conclude the separation
of the Lebanon Presbyterian Church from the Presbyterian
Church (USA). This process was concluded amicably but
with sadness because of the Lebanon Church’s long
membership in presbytery. Nancy Peterson and Marge
Wooley were elected commissioners to the February 11
meeting of presbytery.

Some amendments to our congregational by-laws were
approved for recommendation to the congregation at the
Annual Meeting on January 29. Most of these had to do
with changes in the numbers of members on Session and
the Board of Trustees that have been made in the past
several years, and others were called for by changes to the
Presbyterian Church (USA)Book of Ordemade last

year.

As is the custom of Session we paused to affirm our faith,
this time using passages from “A Declaration of Faith,” for
prayer concerns and for prayer.

PresbyNew®eadline

The deadline for the March edition of
PresbyNewsvill be Friday, February 17.
Please turn in your news items and
calendar dates to the church office by
this date. Thank you!




For Your Information l

February Birthdays

0l.................. Carol Freezeg """"""" Nanc;kg\(zfrssgg
0/ T Sarah Weidner12 Scott Barnes
02, Nancy Walck 13 Dolores Malcom
02........... Marilyn Barton 13 Chris Earls
02......... Wayme Tadlock 3 """ e s
02 v John Macadaml4 ............. Steve Morrison
03........ Wanda SIoneker15 Carter Earls
Sg T eAMIET 16 e Tim Chalfin
"""""""""" N Y17 oocivvvv...... Tina Dirksen
07 SO Alice Stransky 18 Morgan Meehan
07 ST Shirley Selby19 """""" Jov Boast
04 Christy Biddle 19 .““““m“mlic-e.l.obigCover
05......ccceeel. Tim Perkins 19 . Steve Lane
05, Jerty MeDonald ™ o e
82L|r|130:;k8|:?slek20 .............. Donna Switzer
"""""""""" 20............... Tony Handorf
06....... Margaret Chambers20 Kristin Sawver
06.....cc..... Donna Combs21 """"""" Alan D;/ke
06..ccuveeiiaannne Sharon Fuge21 """"""""""" Scoft See
06............ Ethel Richards22 """""""""" L éélie Sutter
8?....................3§ea‘:_|lé;bzn26 ............... Carol Johnson
"""""""""" agehie ...........Matthew Chaney
08....... Mary Anne We|kel 27 e Harriet Brandt
08, Kacey D|rksen27 .................. Joyce Zigler
010 JUS Tom Kerr Y Jenny Walker
10 s Norm Higham 28 e Edna Moore
Lo Georgg Develen28 .............. Allison Pollard
1., David Pollard o8 Ann Veith
12, Jane Watking™~ "

We extend Christian Love and Sympathy to

the family of. . .

.. .William Burkett, who died on December 8, William
was Virginia LeRoy’s son.

.. . Joyce Coureswho died on December 21.

.. .Dorothy Roof who died on December 22.

. . .Beatrice Truman who died on December 22, Beatrice
was Phyllis Morgan'’s sister-in-law.

Euchre night is the 2% Friday of the month at 7:00 p.m.
Mark Friday, February 10, on your calendar and plan to
join the group. Please call the church office at 422-6365 for
reservations. If you need childcare, please call the church
office for reservations by February 8.

“Men’s Monday at the Meadows” will be on February 6.
This is an opportunity for men of the congregation to gather
for informal fellowship at The Meadows restaurant, 2102
Yankee Road. The gathering will be from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
You can get something to drink, a sandwich or salad, or a
full meal, as you wish. But the main thing is just to get
together with other men from the church and have a good
time.

GALS GATHERING AT THE GARDEN The next get-
together will be ofTuesday, February 21, at 6:30 p.mat
the Olive Garden in Middletown. It is a fun and enjoyable
evening, and we hope you will join us. All “gals” are
welcome! If you have any questions, please call Pat
Hathaway at 513-422-3915.

You may have noticed several beautiful
additions to the church grounds
recently. Thanks to a very generous
contribution by Dr. Louis Gaker, nine
Turkish Fir trees were planted in
December around the property. On
behalf of the entire congregation,
“Thank you, Dr. Gaker,” for these
extraordinary specimens!

VACATION OPPORTUNITY

Looking for a new vacation location? As you may be
aware, the church owngiane share condoin Ormond

Beach, Florida. Our assigned time this year is the week of
September 10. If you act soon enough, you may be able to
change the week. Cost for a week’s rental is only $565,
which covers our annual maintenance fees and taxes. If
you'd like the chance to visit this beautiful location, contact
Kathy in the office.
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Music Notes l

The Ash Wednesday Service on February 22 at 7:00

p.m.---
- Atime for forgiveness

A time to contemplate that the day of the Lord is

coming

A time to be reconciled to God

A time to be inspired and lifted up during the

imposition of the ashes

Watch your bulletin for details about the music and

message that will be presented in this unique and wonderful

service.

The Children’s Choralfest will take place on Saturday,
March 3, 2012. We are very excited that ctGAAMP

Junior Choir will take part in this 26th annual festival.
This year the theme will beSinging the Stories of Jesus
Dr. Amy Chivington, Foundeand Artistic Director of
Kinderchor at Otterbein University, a community children's
choir formerly in residence for 20 years at Otterbein
University, will be the guest clinicianShe also serves as
Music Director at Liberty United Methodist Churcbr.
Chivington has served as artist-in-residence and choral
consultant in various states in the U.S. She is a published
author and Ovation Award winner. What a wonderful
opportunity our children are being given to sing under the
direction of Dr. Chivington!Choralfest 2012will be held

at Breiel Blvd. First Church of God, 2000 N. Breiel Blvd.
in Middletown.

It is such an exciting day for both students and directors
when we have an opportunity for our children to sing with
100 children from many area churches. Itis an amazing
and moving experience to hear these children singing
God'’s praises!

Registration for children will be at 10:00 a.m. The concert,
which is open to the public, will be performed at 4:00 p.m.
If you are a parent of a Children’s Choir member you will
be receiving more detailed information ab@horalfest
2012.

Everyone in our congregation is invited to attend
Choralfest 2012The experience will definitely lift your
spirits and make you feel better about the world around
you.

They’re coming back!!! Beginning on Monday,
February 6, we will again be ordering Gift Cards. Gift
Cards are used just like cash, so they can be a gift to

yourself as well as someone elb@ you noticethe
beautiful new Christmas banners hanging in the
Gathering Area? These were purchased with proceeds
from the Gift Card sales.

The Music and Worship Ministry Team thanks you for your
continuing support.

If you purchased a memorial cross/star of Bethlehem
ornament as a memorial or in honor of someone you may
pick up your ornament in the church office.

Joyce Zigler
Director of Music Ministries

February Worship

Sunday, February 5 ++10:00 a.m. worship
Communion Sunday
Music by the Sanctuary Choir

Sunday, February 12 ++10:00 a.m. worship
Music by the Sanctuary Choir
Guest Pastor Rev. Diane Ziegler

Sunday, February 19 ++10:00 a.m. worship
Black History Celebration
Music by the Sanctuary Choir
and Sakinah Davis, guest soloist
Guest Speaker Dora Bronston

Sunday, February 26 ++10:00 a.m. worship
First Sunday of Lent
Music by the CAAMP Choirs and Ambassadors

Picture this!

Picture yourself in our new church
directory created by Olan Mills.
Keep the dates of April 19 through
April 26 open for this special event.
Stay tuned for more details.

On Friday, February 24, at 6:00 p.m.
we will be showing “Far From Home:
The Adventures of Yellow Dog,” The
movie will be shown in the Youth
Room with pizza, soft drinks, juice
boxes, and cookies before and
popcorn during the movie. A surprise drawing give-
away will follow the movie. Contact the church office at
422-6365, or Larry Anderson at 424-6224 to make your
reservation. This is a family event for all.

)
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Christian Education l

Christian Education is All of Us! Two more teachars needed on Sunday Mornings.

Sunday Mornings

Nursery Infants through 23 months will be having stoy @aytime with a variety of books, songs, finger
plays, CD’s, and toys.

Pre-School (2-5 yrs.) Bible, pre-school music, DVD’s, books, gaams and crafts

Grade School Age *1Grade — 8 Grade
Books, Scripture, games, discussions, artwork, computevagefand DVD’s

Wednesday Evenings

Youth Group Grades"7- 12" - 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Bible Scriptures, DVD’s, music, game room, service prejaetreats, and discussions
Please contact Marvella Lambright, Director ofi§€an Education
14
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The Youth Group will be collecting canned goods and non-perishables for
the Souper Bowl of Caringin the Gathering Area and the Narthex on
Sunday, February 5, to be donated to the Middletown Food BdaeksePhe
generous!

FOR THE NURSERY AND THE LIBRARY

COME SEE THE IMPROVEMENTS FOR THE NEW YEAR. HELIUM
BALLOONS, SPECIAL SNACKS, AND TREATS WILL BE GIVENOUT
FEBRUARY 12, FOLLOWING THE SERVICE.

Urgent Need:

On-call childcare for infants and children for special congiegalt events, held typically on weekday evenings or weekends.
You must be 16 years of age or older.

You will work an average of two hours with compensation avalabblunteers are always welcome. Call the church at 5183-
422-6365 or talk to Marvell®2emember.Nursery/Preschool Room is available during all services and speeiats.




The Living Last Supper
Maundy Thursday Service
April 7, 2012 @ 7:00 p.m.

You loved our inspirational presentationTdfe Living Last Suppéast year so much that we are going to present ihagai
Each of the 12 apostles will have a monologue telling ofdtégionship with Jesus and his experiences as a disdiple
Jesus. The monologues are interspersed with choral musib-tHecscript and the music are by Ruth Elaine Schram, a
well-known contemporary composer of church music. Thacewill end with Holy Communion.

If you would like to take the part of one of the apostlggogtes may be played by males or females), pleaseylet J
Zigler or Rev. Doty know, or leave your name with Sandhechurch office (513-422-6365). You will not be asked to
memorize your part.

A Special Concert in Memory of Town Marshall!

Town Marshall's beloved Alice Lloyd College Choir will presertamcert at First Presbyterian Church on Friday evening,
March 16, as part of their 2012 Choir Tour. As many of you know, Town was not grdgaate of Alice Lloyd College, but a
tremendous supporter of the college and a member of the first tourgegssfrom Alice Lloyd College. In loving memory of
Town, the Music and Worship Ministry Team would like to make & very special evening of music. However, we need your
HELP! The approximately thirty singers will need overnight hayisind breakfast. (The choir will have dinner at the church
on Friday evening.) As a host, you would pick up your choir member/memiite@rshe concert. They would spend the night
at your home, have breakfast, and return to the church on Saturdaingrto board the bus for the remainder of the tour. If
you would like to host a choir member/members, please fill ouetreoff below and either put it in the offering plate or mail it
to the church office. There will also be a sign-up sheetiGéthering Area after worship.

If you have questions please contact the church office ol Barns (513-424-4768) or Linda Bursk (513-424-0417).

Thank you in advance for helping to host this wonderful event!

Alice Lloyd College Choir Host

Name of Host Host Phone Number

Do you have pets in your home? YES OR NO (Circle one)

If yes list the type of pet:

Number of Choir members you are willing to host Mad or Female (Circle one) :



Join us!
Ash Wednesday, February 22
7:00 p.m. Iin the Sanctuary

We will have wonderful music featuring Gregg
Clark and friends, the imposition of ashes, and ar

Inspirational message.



Oh, brother!!

Here are some questions about brothers that you can probably aftenirealanuary Bible readings:

ok wNE

Find the answers elsewhere in this PresbyNews.

Here are the Year of the Bible readings for February and March.

FEBRUARY 2012

Who said “am | my brother’s keeper?” and who was his brother?
Who were the two sets of brothers among Jesus’ disciples?
What was the name of Isaac’s half-brother?
What were the names of Jesus’ brothers?
Was Aaron older or younger than his brother, Moses? And, just tarpeta was their sister?
And just to keep on being fair, what were the names of the sisters valcotn harried?

Date oT NT Date oT NT
1 Exodus 15, 16 Psalms 15, 16 17 Leviticus 8, 9 Acts 7
2 Exodus 17,18 Matthew 24 18 Leviticus 10-12 Psalms 22
3 Exodus 19, 20 Matthew 25 19 Leviticus 13, 14 Acts 8
4 Exodus 21, 22 Psalms 17 20 Leviticus 15, 16 Acts 9
5 Exodus 23, 24 Matthew 26 21 Leviticus 17, 18 Acts 10
6 Exodus 25, 26 Matthew27 22 Leviticus 19, 20 Psalms 23, 24
7 Exodus 27, 28 Matthew 28 23 Leviticus 21, 22 Acts 11
8 Exodus 29,30 Psalms 18 24 Leviticus 23, 24 Acts 12
9 Exodus 31, 32 Acts 1 25 Leviticus 25, 26 Psalms 25
10 Exodus 33, 34 Acts 2 26 Lev. 27, Num. 1 Acts 13
11 Exodus 35, 36 Psalms 19 27 Numbers 2, 3 Acts 14
12 Exodus 37, 38 Acts 3 28 Numbers 4, 5 Acts 15
13 Exodus 39, 40 Acts 4
14 Leviticus 1-3 Acts 5
15 Leviticus 4, 5 Psalms 20, 21
16 Leviticus 6, 7 Acts 6

MARCH 2012

Date oT NT Date oT NT
1 Numbers 6, 7 Psalms 26, 27 17 Deuteronomy 4, 5 Acts 27
2 Numbers 8, 9 Acts 16 18 Deuteronomy 6, 7 Psalm 33
3 Numbers 10, 11 Acts 17 19 Deuteronomy 8, 9 Acts 28
4 Numbers 12-14 Psalms 28, 29 20 Deuteronomy 10, 11 | Romans 1
5 Numbers 15, 16 Acts 18 21 Deuteronomy 12-14 Romans 2
6 Numbers 17-19 Acts 19 22 Deuteronomy 15,16 | Psalm 34
7 Numbers 20, 21 Acts 20 23 Deuteronomy 17,18 | Romans 3
8 Numbers 22, 23 Psalm 30 24 Deuteronomy 19, 20 | Romans 4
9 Numbers 24, 25 Acts 21 25 Deuteronomy 21,22 | Psalm 35
10 Numbers 26, 27 Acts 22 26 Deuteronomy 23,24 | Romans 5
11 Numbers 28, 29 Psalm 31 27 Deuteronomy 25, 26 | Romans 6
12 Numbers 30, 31 Acts 23 28 Deuteronomy 27,28 | Romans 7
13 Numbers 32, 33 Acts 24 29 Deuteronomy 29, 30 | Psalm 36
14 Numbers 34, 35 Acts 25 30 Deuteronomy 31, 32 Romans 8
15 Num. 36 ; Deut. 1 | Psalm 32 31 Deuteronomy 33, 34 | Romans 9
16 Deuteronomy 2, 3 | Acts 26




Our Mission
. . to SHARE the good news
... to NURTURE the spirit

... to SERVE members and neighbors

Sunday Worship Service — 10:00 a.m.

L. Timothy Doty, Pastor

Joyce Zigler, Director of Music

Marvella Lambright, Director of Christian Education
Margaret Chambers, Pianist

Lara Moon, Director of Children’s & Youth Choirs
Pre-Kindergarten Readiness Teacher

Paula Elliot-Fairchild, Dir. of Pre-Kindergarten
Readiness

Kathy Harris, Administrative Assistant

Sandy Fisher, Secretary

Bob Lawwill, Custodian

Cheryl Jarbo, Custodian

First Presbyterian Church
2910 Central Avenue
Middletown, Ohio 45044
(513) 422-6365
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